


New Westland Whirlwind HAR 1 kit released 
Phantom RF-4C conversions and F-5 Profile 





JUST LIKE 
THE 
REAL THING! 





















This 1914 Dennis Fire Engine is still 
maintained in perfect working order 
by the manufacturers and is now 
available as a 1/32nd scale Airfix 
model, The 144-part kit makes a 
detailed mode! with complete chassis, 
engine, gearboxes, pumps, removable 
bonnet and detachable body. The 
separate wheeled escape unit 

has operating extension ladder. 

And the whole kit costs only 7/6. 
There are over 200 Airfix kits covering 
13 different series. And at 2/- to 
17/6d you can well afford to make 

all your models just like the real thing! 
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land Scout 46- 
part kit only 2/- 
each. 


From model and hobby shops, toy shops and F, W. Woolworth 











NEW WONDER CATALOGUE 


BEATTIES or LONDON 
MOTOR RACING 
CATALOGUE 





JUST ISSUED 


See what is doing in the 
Car Racing Field. Full 
of prices, facts and 
illustrations with lots of 
layouts, MINIC latest 
price list. 























2/- refund voucher with 
each catalogue. 


SEND 2/- TODAY 


















BEATTIES MODEL RAILWAY CATALOGUE, 
LATEST “BEATTIE EXPRESS” 


1/+ post 64. 
A+ post free 





ARE YOU USING “BEATIPLAST” FOR YOUR SCENERY? 
Sample Roll 1/9. 5 Rolls 10/6 post free, Giant Roll 25)- 






COME AND SEE OUR FOUR WONDERFUL SHOPS: 
112, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C.1 (opposite Holborn Tube Station), 
28 CORPORATION STREET, MANCHESTER, 4. 


5 THE BROADWAY, SOUTHGATE, LONDON, N.14. 
Head Office and Mail Order. 


3 DENNIS PARADE, SOUTHGATE, LONDON, N.14. 
Secondhand Supermarket, 


“EVERYTHING FOR MODEL RAILWAYS & RACING CARS” 












FISHING WITH FLOAT 
AND FLY 


Whether you already go fishing 
or would like to take it up as a 
hobby you will find an immense 
amount of useful information in 
this new book by William 
Child. Notes on how to fish 
with float and fly, when and 
where, and the book is fully 
illustrated, some in colour. Ideal 
for fishermen of any age, 15s net 


AUTOMOBILES 


Now available, the 1966 edition of this renowned 
Observer Book by L. A. Manwaring. World- 
wide coverage of the models of all manu- 


facturers. Company histories 
profusely illustrated. 


FREDERICK WARNE 
1-4 Bedford Court, London WC2 


and badges, 
6s net 
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DON’T BE BULLIED! 


WHY BE PUSHED AROUND? . . . SURPRISE ANY 
WHO DARES ASSAULT YOU! 
You Too Can Become A Fearless Exponent of 


CHINESE KUNG-FU KARATO 


+ + « the authentic Chinese Self-Defence Art that 
DISABLES INSTANTANEOUSLY ON CONTACT 


Becauso of rel belief forbidding the ancient Chin 
from. carrying ns, thls ‘weapontess -xVst 
fighting was founded "And. developed by" tie su 
that they could su Feslst” and. defeat bioodihirsty 
who attacked and. slayed 
and trinkets they 
lusively. and handed 
ied disciples, who were 
plete secrecy. ‘This devas: 
tating art with its amazing power to. para. 
borrow or multiply fghting strength 
ten-fold and to disable instantaneously 
even ‘the strongest. man On 
earth without the uso of brute strength. 
is now’ completely ‘revealed and’ broug 
up to date” for the first 
English language ‘by Le 
acknowledged reatest living master of 
Kung-Fu Rarato today, 
LEARN QUICKLY AT HOME, THIS 


AND 
ve SELF-DEFENCE e 


LEONG Fu 
eS Ask any high-ranking blackbelt Kar 
Judo" expert who his made the mistake 
of, fghling « Kung-Fu master and he Will (el you why" ‘he would 
Father fight any five armed persons trained in any. other forms Of 
combat than meet just one unarmed KUNG-FU MASTER. ‘That. ts 
rt what they learned from Karate, JiueJitsu. Judo,  AUkido, 
ied Westernisea Kung-Fu. and all” other mara arts 
Pactaiy consist “of only ‘a -small ‘part of authentic 
Chinese KUNG-FU Aghting which leaked" oul of China to Japan, 
In'anclent days to found thelr combat systems. 


AGE, BODILY SIZE, SEX AND SUPERIOR STRENGTH DON'T 
UNT! 


Because KUNG-FU disables on CONTACT 

FU uses amazingly simple secret anatomical 1 

instead of brute. strength to overcome attacker: 

does mot matter very much. In fact, 

muster of all time, the Honourable’ Lee ‘Hua~ 

Dynasty) was a slender scholarly looking man.” Yet this mart 

developed this super-human skilt to such an extent that his name 

was feared throughout Orient ‘in his’ time. When ‘he. was 

finally Invited by the Emperor of China to demonstrate his. skill, 

the Emperor was astonished to find the man Whose very name was 

h to put to fight the most ferocious ruflian, was nota 

but a simple, gentle, quiet, scholarly min who stood 
feet and weighed less than 100 Ib. fully clothed. Not 

much of a person to look al. but nonetheless. a who put out 

of action within a few miniites 20 hand-picked members of the 

famed IMPERIAL GUARD. 

YOU LEARN techniques that ean OUTWIT, OUT-FIGHT, OUT- 

MANOEUVRE NOT JUST ONE OR TWO, BUT THREE, "FOUR, 

FIVE OR EVEN A i 

In order to safeguard yourself, many of these 

delivered witha minimum of close body contuct. With your new 

power NOTHING CAN SCARE YOU. and you can live ‘with {ull 

confidence in the knowledge that you can defend yourself, protect 

the weak and deal successfully with ANY MAN. ANY ASSAILAN 

ANYTIME, ANY SITUATION “AND ANYWitetti. With KUNG. 

KARATO 

without fe 


For complete FREE DETAILS 
me by AIR MAIL. and 
ALSO BY AIR MAIL. 


Send im the coupon TODAY! NOW!! This offer may never be 


(Sheng. 








HONOURABLE MASTER LEONG FU 
(Dept. PE/3), 
119 ANDERSON RD., IPOH, MALAYSIA 
Please send by air free details of 
CHINESE KUNG-FU KARATO to:— 
NAME... 


ADDRESS... 

















TOP FLIGHT MODELLERS .. . 
USE TOP FLIGHT FINISHES 





‘JOY’ New Formula PLASTIC ENAMEL 


The 18 beautiful contemporary colours, 
including black and white, can be intermixed 

to provide a wide range of colours. 

Joy Plastic Enamel has good flow, and is resistant 
to heat and most fuels. It gives glass-hard 
abrasion and a wear resisting surface. 


‘JOY’ LUMINOUS PAINT 


(Green shade only) 
See in the dark 
outfits, 

containing Base, 
Reflecting Coat, 





ae = Tins: 1/2; 2/-5 3/3; 5/6 

uminous Toy 

ao : Also available in a special pack containing 
: 6 i 

Packs 2/6; 4/6. bottles and brush. 3/6 complete. 


All colours are lead free and are safe to use on 
children’s toys, etc. 





“JOY-PLANE’ BALSA CEMENT 


‘JOY-PLANE’ POLYSTYRENE CEMENT 








e 
e Non-stringing, 
New and @ quick drying 
improved quality. @ and colourless. 
Very quick and @ The perfect 
hard setting. » adhesive 
Penetrates » for giving a 
deeply and is e weld joint to 
heat resisting e any Polystyrene 
and fuel proof. es surface, 
Available in tubes @ Available in 
8d.5 1/2d.; 1/10d. © tubes 8d. 





OTHER PRODUCTS MADE BY MODELLERS FOR MODELLERS 


‘JOY-PLANE’ CELLULOSE DOPES.1/-; 1/9. 
‘JOY-PLANE’ CLEAR DOPES. | /»5 1/9;2/6;4/6, 


PLASTIC WOOD. 1/3; 2/3. EDD ts the reitered trade markof 
BANANA OIL. No. 1. Thick; 

No. 2, Thin. 1/-5 1/9. TURNBRIDGES LTD., LONDON, S.W.17 
TISSUE PASTE. Tubes 1/- 


manufacturers of quality products for 
These are the recommended retail selling prices STICKING, STAINING, POLISHING, PAINTING 
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COVER PICTURE 


Silhouetted against the sun this flight of Kestrels from the tripartite VTOL squadron at West Raynham, Norfolk, look astonishingly like 
humming birds, whose flight characteristics they emulate, Formed in October, 1964, the tripartite squadron is composed of personnel from 
British, US, and German flying services. The aim wos to evaluate the V/STOL concept under service conditions, and a large order for a 
production version of this aircraft was announced in the last British defence estimates. (Illustration by courtesy of Hawker Siddeley Ltd.) 
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The new Airfix Royal Navy Whirlwind HAR 1 helicopter, seen above with optional float bags. 


New kit of 
Whirlwind 
helicopter 


NEW version of a favourite Airfix model, the West- 

land Whirlwind helicopter, is the latest release in kit 
form in the Airfix Series 1 aircraft range. Most modellers 
will be familiar with the original Westland S-55 Whirlwind 
model to 1:72 scale which was one of the earliest Airfix 
kits produced and portrayed a BEA machine. This is now 
replaced by the new model and Airfix have chosen to pro- 
duce a different variant in the shape of a Fleet Air Arm 
HAR 1, the Royal Navy's ‘maid-of-all-work’ in the heli- 
copter age. 

The new kit differs in many respects from the kit it 
supercedes, not least in that the HAR 1 has several fittings 
not found on the commercial These include a naviga- 
tional beacon and a radome. And in keeping with the high 
standards of current Airfix kits, much additional detail is 
carried that was not found in the earlier model, A fully 
glazed cockpit and transparent side windows are included, 
the pilot's side glasses being bulged authentically as on the 
es on the transparencies allow perfectly 
flush thus preserving the correct bulbous outline 
characteristic of the Whirlwind. 

Panel detail is fully represented and fine mesh is en- 
graved in the cooling grille on the nose. The internal 
pylon covering the gearing has a quilted finish and this is 
visible through the transparencies, Two pilots are supplied 
in flying suits and ‘bone dome’ helmets, and they each have 
a tiny control column and a dashboard. The main rotor and 
tail rotor both revolve and the rotor heads are fully detailed. 

The markings supplied with the kit are for one of the 
two Whirlwinds carried by HMS Protector, the Royal 
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WIRFIX 


The world’s greatest value in construction kits 


Navy's well-known ice patrol ship which is specially em- 
ployed in the Antarctic supporting British interests in that 
barren polar area. Apart from cruising in the Antarctic seas, 
Protector carries survey and exploration parties, plus stores 
for other British outposts, and her two Whirlwind helicop- 
ters are in continual use for day-to-day work in areas which 
are sometimes quite inaccessible except by air. 


SUMMER ATTRACTIONS 


'WO special attractions of interest to Airfix model motor 

racing fans are to be held in July and exciting priz 
are being offered for those who can show their skill on a 
fast electric motor racing circuit. 

Gamages, the famous London store, which is situated 
in Holborn, ECI (nearest Underground, Chancery Lane), 
is to hold a special Summer Motor Racing Competition in 
the toy department, third floor, commencing on July 24 and 
running for a month. Racing will take place on a large and 
testing Airfix circuit and the entrant with the best time 
round the circuit recorded for the duration of the com- 
petition will win two free tickets for the Guards Inter- 
national Races meeting at Brands Hatch Circuit on August 
29, 1966, The prize will also include a tour ‘behind the 
scenes’ at Brands Hatch and a meeting with Piers Courage 
the racing driver. 

The other opportunity to win a prize for your racing 
skill is at the Dorset Trade and Industry Exhibition which 
is held at Weymouth from July 2-16 next. Here Airfix 
are exhibiting a big six-lane, 140 feet long, coin-operated 
circuit, and will be running a Championship competition 
throughout the duration of the exhibition, The winner here 
will receive an inflatable swimming pool. 
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Colourful fighter 


BokING P-12, F4B. Published by Aero Publishers Inc, 329 
Aviation Road, Fallbrook, California, Available in UK from 
W. E. Hersant Ltd, Archway Road, Highgate, London N6. 
Price 23s 6d. 


NOTHER in the series of historical aviation books from 

Aero Publishers, this volume deals with a period of US 
Navy and US Army Air Force history which is getting more 
and more publicity. This is to the good, but one would hope 
that a 1:72 scale model would appear so that the model maker 
would be able to benefit from the literature available. 

The Boeing P-12 and its US Navy equivalent the F4B were 
highly colourful aircraft both in career and paintwork. They 
were the standard fighter in both services for many years and 
this book adds much to our knowledge on the subject. It is 
ideally suitable for the model maker as the text is kept to the 
minimum and the photographs are both large and compre- 
hensive, Not only does the book have full photographic details 
of the int and exterior of both types but there are some 
excellent 1:48 scale colour drawings of paint schemes which 
are of a very high standard, 

The book is obviously written for the man wishing to model 
the aircraft and a chapter at the end of the book deals with 
making the only model available in plastic form, that by 
Aurora, in some detail. 


Over the water 


AEROMARINE OriaINs, by H. F. King. Published by Putnam and 
Company Ltd, 42 Great Russell Street, London WC. Price 30s. 
'TH growing interest and, we hope, increased production 
of hovercraft, this book comes as a timely reminder of the 
origins of some of the contemporary examples, The thought of 
having a craft travelling on a cushion of air, it seems, is not a 
recent one, Designs of this nature and the hydrofoil were going 
on many years ago. 

One of the remarkable facts to emerge is that the hydrofoil 
boat appears not only to have been a British invention, dating 
back over a hundred years but that British ideas and techniques 
were used by some of the earliest experimenters abroad. 

The author shows that the science of aeronautics did not 
develop as it is commonly supposed, but that aircraft are far 
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more closely related to water craft than had previously been 
accepted. Many of his findings are of a sensational nature 
which makes this book an interesting and revealing work well 
worth considerable study. 








Railway working 
SINGLE Line Ranways, by O. S. Nock. Published by David & 

Charles (Publishers) Ltd, South Devon House, Railway 

Station, Newton Abbot, Devon, and distributed by Macdonald 

& Co. (Publishers) Lid, Gulf House, 2 Portman St, London 

WI. Price 50s. 

NLIKE most railway books written by and for amateur 

enthusiasts, this book is a text book intended for the 
guidance and inspiration of railway management. It has been 
prepared by the UK Railway Advisory Service in conjunction 
with the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East (a 
regional organisation of UNO), as a result of investigations 
into improving operating conditions in that area, One of the 
most urgent problems which received particular attention from 
the UK delegation was increasing line capacity on single line 
railways and this handbook is one of the remedial tasks the 
delegation was set. 

The book goes far beyond its title since every conceivable 
problem facing railway management is discussed; economics, 
co-ordination, engineering planning and survey, construction, 
track, motive power, rolling stock, timetables, telecommuni- 
cations, signalling, staffing, to quote from a few of the chapter 
headings. It is very readable and the average railway student 
will find it both absorbing and interesting. Though primarily 
intended for the overseas market, and this is reflected in the 56 
illustrations, railway enthusaists at home will find much in the 
book that will help them pursue their hobby with greater 
understanding and interest. 


Light railways 

Licut RaiLway Gumpe AND TimeTABLe, edited by G. Body and 
R. L. Eastleigh. Published by David & Charles (Publishers) 
Lid, Raleigh Press Ltd, South Devon House, Railway Station, 
Newton Abbot, Devon. Price 3s 6d. 


N time for the 1966 season, the latest edition of this most use- 

ful guide has been considerably enlarged, Forty-nine pages 
of text, maps and photographs describe nearly two dozen light 
railways and tramway systems, 17 miniature railways and all 
cliff railways operating in Great Britain. There are also up-to- 
date surveys of the latest encouraging activities of most of the 
preservation societies. An eight-page centre supplement con- 
veniently lists all published timetables and a further 20 pages 
of advertisements give much useful information. Without 
doubt an absolute must for any railway enthusiast who is out 
and about this summer. 


Useful introduction 


Discoverina Fiicut, by N. D. Smith. Published by the University 
of London Press, St Pauls House, Warwick Lane, London EC4, 
Price 12s 6d. 

'HIS is a delightful book, precise in definition and a worthy 

entrant for the best book written as an introduction to 
aviation, It describes by several stories in the first part some of 
the most important adventures in the history of flight and in 
part two goes on to explain how to find out more about the 
subject. Unlike so many other books of this nature it does not 
set out to be the complete answer to everything. No book can 














continued on page 358 
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pes year seems to be a vintage one for the spotter in this 
country. Apart from the Royal Aeronautical Society's 
Centenary r celebrations, the now bi-annual SBAC show 
will be held at RAE Farnborough and there are an increasing 
number of minor air shows all of which are of interest. 

The season is now traditionally opened by the Air Travel 
Fair at Biggin Hill. This show gets better every year and seems 
to be blessed by fine weather. The organisers, to their credit, 
kept the public away from the aircraft this year which, although 
to the spotter was a disadvantage, produced a better programme 
with less confusion and lessened the considerable risks of 
accidents. 

One needs to be at Biggin Hill for the four days of the show 
to get a complete coverage of the flying, as events seem to change 
considerably each day. For example, the French Air Force 
aerobatic team were only performing for the first two days 
and the Red Arrows were missing on the Sunday. Throughout 
the show a very good performance was put up by the naval 
Wessex helicopters and their Commando cargo. The show was 
enlivened by a neat and well-timed performance and the spotter 
noted that two of the aircraft were of the revised nose variety 
now being fitted to Wessex helicopters, incorporating a sand 
filter for the engines. This new change of shape gives the Wessex 
an even more ungainly appearance but there was obviously 











Below: The Red Arrows at Mildenhall above one of the 
KC-135 Stratotankers based at the station (USAF photo). 


* 
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Above: The Red Arrows at Biggin Hill's Air Fair seen over 
one of the Magisters of the French aerobatic team. 


no change in the aircraft's spectacular performance. 

I particularly liked the way in which the pilots took their 
aircraft into the valley at the end of their show and disappeared 
from view. I believe they were warned off on the last two days 
of the show for flying too low. It seemed to the crowd that they 
must surely have crashed, but ‘Biggin on the Bump’ lived up to 
its name by providing a natural exit from the airfield ‘stage’. 

I felt very sorry for the Aircraft Preservation Society who were 
promised a Mig 15 by the Russians for their collection of 
historic aircraft. This society is doing a great deal for posterity 
by looking after old and historically important aircraft, and 
they were told by the Soviet Government that they could have 
one of their obsolete fighters for preservation. It was due to 
arrive at Biggin Hill during the show and should have come with 
a delegation of Russian aircraft and helicopters. Russian parti- 
cipation was, however, cancelled at the last minute. The society 
still hope that they will be able to have their promised Mig 15 
later, and are also hopeful of being able to bring back to this 
country an F-86 Sabre from Italy. 

Mention of the Air Fair cannot be concluded without a few 
words on the civil aircraft that were on show, both in the air 
and on the ground. Perhaps the most important visitor was the 
Jet Commander which, for an executive aircraft, provided the 
crowd with fighter like performances. British United and 
Icelandair were among the principal exhibitors and BUA 
brought both a VC-10 and a BAC-111 on various days, The 
Channel Airways’ Viscount looked very smart in its black and 
gold colour scheme and I hope did something to promote the 
use of air travel which, after all was the object of the event. 

On the flying side the Dove conversion with its Lycoming 
engines provided a spectacular display and added weight to 
the argument that this aircraft could well do with an increase 
in power to prolong its useful life. One of the craziest pieces of 
flying I have ever seen was put up by the demonstration Rallye. 
Although the performance was well controlled—by which I 
mean that the pilot knew what he was doing—it looked on 
several occasions that the aircraft would make uncomfortable 
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contact with the runway. To cap it all the pilot, when he taxied 
back to the dispersal had, I saw, been smoking whilst giving 
his display! 


ARMED FORCES DAY 


WONDER how many spotters, like me, got caught by the 

USAF authorities at Mildenhall who staged their flying 
display for Armed Forces Day during the lunch hour. Like 
most I chose to do two stations during the day and the most 
convenient appeared to be Alconbury and Mildenhall. Alcon- 
bury’s display of brand new RF-4Cs was very impressive 
though they only really had the one type on show. The noise 
of a squadron of these aircraft all taking off at once needs to 
be heard to be believed. 1 imagine that local residents are rather 
pleased that this sort of thing only happens once a year. 

I arrived at Mildenhall at three o'clock, only to be told that 
the show was over and that the public were now asked to leave. 
Who ever heard of an air show which finished at three o'clock ! 
A quick look round, however, provided a lot of interest for the 
camera, including the very rare C-117 Super Dakotas of the 
US Navy and a P-3 Orion of VP-10. There were also a large 
number of Globemasters and KC-135 Stratotankers around 
which made up for the loss of the air show. Mildenhall is cer- 
tainly a station worth watching, and local residents tell me 
that they have been having a fair proportion of camouflaged 
C-130 Hercules transports through just lately. Mildenhall is, 
after all, the European terminal for most trans-Atlantic military 
traffic and has many rare visitors during the course of a year. 

No explanation of the early closing of the station was made 
apart from the usual ‘operational reasons’. The fact wasn’t 
advertised and it brings me to wonder if the organisers of these 
shows quite realise how many of the people who visit their 
displays come from all over the British Isles to see their wares. 
Per head of population this country is the most air minded in 
the world, but most of these are of the aviation enthusiast 
variety who cannot afford the costly luxury of actually being 
able to fly and are content to study aviation from the ground. 
To follow their hobby they are prepared to travel long distances, 
and at Mildenhall I met friends from Hull, Bristol and as far 
away as Glasgow. 

Take these enthusiasts away from an air show and you are 
left with only about half of the normal numbers attending. 
Organisers who charge admission would certainly do well to 
remember these enthusiasts when preparing their shows and, 
although I dont ask for a free hand to roam all over an airfield, 
I do think that consideration should be given for the photo- 
graphers amongst us and for those secking out odd registrations 
and serials. We take our hobby very seriously, far too seriously 
in a number of cases, and to travel some 120 miles to visit a 
display only to be told that the station is closed when you 
arrive is not good for the temper! 














CHANGE OF MARKINGS 


NE of the most interesting things that came to light at both 

Biggin Hill and Mildenhall was a new paint scheme for 
RAF Fighter Command aircraft. Since the war these have 
been increasing in interest over the years until the markings 
on Lightnings have, to my mind, reached a very colourful and 
attractive climax. What now appears to be a retrograde step 
was seen on both a Lightning from the OCU at Coltishall and an 
aircraft of No 23 Squadron. Gone is the all white fin on the 
latter, and the eagle has been reduced in size and now appears 
in a small white circle. The squadron colours are retained on 
either side of the fuselage roundel. I suppose the next step is a 
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Aboye, top to bottom: Camouflaged Phantom was one of 
two aircraft at Mildenhall in this guise. A P-3 Orion also at 
Mildenhall, Note the ‘paddle blade’ props. One of the FAA 
Wessex helicopters at Biggin Hill with a sand filter on the 
nose. The Jet Commander executive aircraft on public show 
in Britain for the first time at Biggin. Lightning of 23 Sqn 
at Mildenhall showing the revised markings described here 
(lower three photos, R. L. Ward). 











return to camouflage following the lead given by the Americans 
= the only advantage I can see in this is that the application 
of camouflage colours on a model is much easier than painting 
it silver. 
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This delightful model of a vintage lorry makes a fine addition to a collection of old-time road models. It would also add 





character to the paddock of a slot racing layout as the circuit ‘service’ truck. 





MAKE MINE VINTAGE! 





EADING R. A. Whitehead’s book, ‘Garretts of Leiston’, 

will give modellers plenty of ideas—the traction engines 
and steam wagons the firm produced would make fascinating 
models, Two photographs in the book, of one of their less 
successful ventures, resulted in this month’s model. These were 
of the Caledon lorry, one chain driven, the other with the more 
modern shaft drive, 

It so happened that I had an Airfix Dennis Fire Engine kit 
in hand and a quick check of its contents showed that it had all 
the ba hard-to-model parts necessary to produce a typical 
vintage lorry which would grace any 1:32 scale road layout. 
Readers have often written to the Editor urging Airfix to 
produce more road vehicles to go with the ‘Ole Bill’ bus, so 
here is your chance to diversify and to have something a bit 
original. The only additional materials 1 used were some 
0,03 inch plastic sheet and some channel and T-section Structo 
material, As with all my plastic models, I used liquid plastic 
cement applied with a fine pointed brush which I find gives me 
@ much neater finish than the more conventional tube cement. 


THE CHASSIS 


This is, as the photographs show, the basic Dennis chassis 
336 























A MODEL MADE FROM THE 
AIRFIX FIRE ENGINE KIT 


with some modifications. Obviously the pump and the pump 
drive are not required so the Airfix instructions can be followed 
for stages 1 to 43, omitting parts 9, 10 and 22 to 39 inclusiv 
In addition, the main chassis frames, parts 16 and 17, are 
modified by cutting from each the rear footplate stay just 
ahead of the rear spring and the turned down end just behind 
the lass sweating hole. The bent end of the exhaust pipe is also 
cut off so that the short length of straight pipe extends to the 
rear from the silencer. By now you have a bare chassis without 
cab, bodywork or splasher. 1 also left the headlights to the 
last—they are very delicate. 


THE CAB 


This is where the real conversion begins. It is better to 
discard the dashboard, part 59, and to cut a new one from 
plastic sheet; modification is difficult and the result looks 
botched. The cab parts required are drawn full-size here; the 
only tricky processes are the cutting out of the windscreen 
opening and the rear window. 1 find it helps to prick through 
the corners with a compass point before commencing to cut. 
The U-shaped opening in the cab side sheets can be traced on to 
the plastic sheet and then cut out carefully using only light cuts 
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with a sharp knife. A clean-up with a half-round file will 
remove any ‘whiskers’, These curves are difficult but so 
characteristic that it is worthwhile persevering to achieve them. 

Start the cab assembly by cementing the cab front in the 
front of the chassis slots and butt the floor up against the cab 
front. The hole in the floor for the pump gearbox is covered 
with an oblong of plastic card and the cab internal details can 
be added. A new instrument panel, held at an angle by tri- 
angular brackets, can have dials and gauges drawn on, and the 
odd instruments made from scraps of plastic sprue add to the 
effect. The steering column, part 61, had to be shortened 
slightly before being cemented in position. Add horn, side- 
lights and gear and brake-lever. 

The sides and the back can now be added, the sides being 
outside the back and front. The two extension pieces of the 
floor are fitted in position, the notched one fitting round the 
brake and gear lever, and a seat and seat back made and fitted 
The roof can now be glued on. Note that there is only one door 

‘on the near or passenger side—the levers prevent access 

‘om the driver's side. The running boards are cut to form 
separate front mudguards/running boards and rear mudguards; 
the photographs show the idea. A short length of the discarded 
running board is then cemented vertically from the rear of the 
cab to the open end of the running board 


THE BODY 


This can be to your own choosing: mine is a low-sided, open 
platform type which was very common. I used Structo U- 
section channel strip to form the main lengthwise bearers on 
top of the chassis sides. The channel will clip over the lugs on 
top of the chassis sides (parts 16 and 17), if the lugs are thinned 
with a file, Two 34 inch lengths were therefore stuck in place 
and five 2} inch lengths of T-section Structo were stuck across 
at equal spacing as body cross-bearers. The platform and sides 
































Top: Underside view shows how the fire engine chassis is 

adapted and used. Though T-section Structo is utilised on 

this model for cross-bearers, 40 thou plastic card could be 
used instead. Above: Rear view of unpainted model. 
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ROOF 
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FLooR 
EXTENSIONS 
Trace these full-size templates for all the parts necessary in 
cab structure. Other dimensions given in text. 





were all of 0.03 inch plastic sheet, the platform being 34 by 
24 inches. The platform sides were 4 inch high, the front 
board 4 inch and the tailboard } inch. All were scribed back 
and front at } inch spacing to represent planking. 


MOTORISATION 


To those who would like this to be a free-running, battery 
driven vehicle, I offer the following ideas on the understanding 
that I have not, contrary to my normal practice, actually 
motorised one myself. I should be inclined to follow the method 
used with my Garrett Steam Wagon, with an Orbit 15 motor 
under the bonnet driving a layshaft through 1:2 gears (Ripmax 
10-tooth on the motor shaft, 20-tooth on the layshaft). Final 
drive would be by worm and worm wheel to the back axle. 
This would mean losing nearly all the excellent plastic detail 
in the engine and the transmission, but you cannot have every- 
thing! The battery could be housed in a dummy packing case 
on the platform or you could opt for a van body. The reversing 
switch could be as described in my Bread Van of a couple of 
months ago. 


NEWS FROM IPMS 


EXT London Area open meeting will take place on 
Friday, June 24, 1966, at St. Mark's Church Hall, 
Balderton Street, London, W1, commencing at 7.30 p.m. 
As is customary, the open meeting is open to non-members 
should they wish to see for themselves the advantages of 
belonging to the IPMS. Apart from the monthly meetings, 
we produce a monthly magazine for members only dealing 
with all aspects of plastic models. 
Further details can be obtained from the Hon Secretary, 
R. R. Wainwright, at 23 Chadville Gardens, Chadwell 
Heath, Romford, Essex.—R.R.W. 
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The M32 recovery vehicle (left), showing the modified rear end, and the Churchill 7 AVRE. 


AN ASSU SCOUT CAR 


Military modelling 


by C. O. ELLIS 





HAVING mastered the task of converting the Airfix M3 
half-track to a White Scout Car (June issue), one of 
the more interesting adaptations of this vehicle is to an 
ASSU wireless car as used by the British Army in the NW 
Europe campaign of 1944-45. 

The initials ASSU stand for ‘Air support signal unit’, 
which comprised mixed army/RAF personnel who formed 
the crews of scout cars specially modified for signal and 
observation duties. ASSUs were the ground link in the 
‘cab rank’ system of tactical air support whereby patrolling 
ground attack aircraft (such as Typhoons) were called in 
to deal with specific targets in the way of advancing ground 
forces. The ASSU cars kept right up with the forward 








Above: Completed ASSU car showing radio aerials and 
holders, and the AVRE with stowage box, valise, cable 
reel, and smoke dischargers, etc. 
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PLUS CHURCHILL AVRE 
AND M32 CONVERSIONS 


troops and had three radio sets linking the vehicle to local 
battalion or brigade headquarters, divisional headquarters, 
and the air patrol, Requests for air support could, there- 
fore, be passed, approved, and initiated in a matter of 
minutes, the notorious destruction meted out by Typhoons 
in Normandy and elsewhere being witness to the effective- 
ness of the system. 

With the basic White Scout Car model ready to hand, 
the conversion to an ASSU car takes very little additional 
work. The only structural alteration involves the removal 
(or omission) of the unditching roller from the front 
bumper, and the substitution of a cable reel on the centre- 
line, The reel in the Airfix Centurion kit is just the right 
size and appearance for this, and you may have one left 
over from a conversion, If not, a cable reel can be scratch- 
built very quickly from discs cut from card with a spindle 
of scrap plastic; use the Centurion reel as a pattern, The 
reel is fixed to the bumper by a bracket on each side 
measuring S mm x 1.5 mm in model form, These are 
cemented as shown in the picture, ensuring a square set 
The other visible additions are merely three holders for the 
radio aerials, and these are best made from 2 mm x | mm 
pieces of plastic card or post card with a hole drilled or 
pierced with a pin in the centre. The holders are so small 
that it is best to make the hole before cutting out. 

Now cement one holder on each side immediately behind 
the cab doors and about 2 mm from the top, The third 
holder goes on the left-hand side of the bonnet just ah 
of the jerrican bracket and also 2 mm down. For aerials 
I use soft broom bristles—from an unworn broom—and 
two are required about 14 inches long for the aftermost 
pair. The forward aerial was of the extending type, about 
40 feet high, but retracted to about 12 feet long (48 mm) 
when not in use, So a thicker bristle, if you can find one, 
should be used here. 

A spare wheel and extra jerricans were usually carried 
at the rear and the tilt was invariably fitted, so obviating 
the need for interior detail on the model. The tilt needs 
shortening to fit. 
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ASSU cars carried a crew of five—an RAF liaison officer, 
an army officer, an army driver, and two RAF wireless 





operators. No markings were carried on the vehicle, and 
extensive camouflaging with local foliage was a usual 
feature—easily reproduced in miniature with scenic 


materials, 


M32 RECOVERY VEHICLE 


UR mixed bag this month now moves on to a US Army 

recovery vehic! the M32, derived from the M4 
Sherman tank and introduced in the latter period of World 
War 2. It was also widely used post-war, 

At first glance the conversion work may look complicated. 
but, in fact, the jib confuses the issue and if you leave this 
to last there is no real difficulty. I have drawn all that I 
can, but I suggest that you study my sketches with the 
relevant parts of the Airfix Sherman kit spread before you. 

Start by assembling the hull according to the kit in- 
structions, but omitting and retaining the rear of the hull 
(ie, the engine access doors) for future reference. Obser- 
vant readers will spot at once that the model illustrated 
has suspension differing from that supplied in the kit, the 
answer to this being that I have taken the complete track 
and suspension from a Roco-Minitank’s M40 sp gun. Most 
M32s had the later type of horizontal volute suspension so 
the M40 fills the bill nicely. However, all the early M32s 
had the vertical volute suspension as supplied in the kit, so 
if you do not have the luxury of a spare M40, go ahead 
and make your model with the suspension in the kit. 

Since the M32 was on a later M4 chassis, the rear end of 
the model must be finished with an extended engine com- 
partment. This is represented by cutting out an end from 
card to fit across the extreme hull rear, the full width of 
the vehicle. Then a 5 mm wide extension, also cut from 
card, is cemented at the hull bottom. The original hull 
rear is then taken and cut to leave only the lower section, 
incorporating the doors, which is cemented in position 
between the hull rear, top and bottom, Drawing C shows 
what it looks like. 

With the hull complete, the next task is to make a super- 
structure, which is fixed on the hull top with its pointed 
front end touching the coaming moulded round the turret 
position. Dimensions and shape can be taken from drawings 
A and B. The underside of the overhang must also be filled 
in, but the rear face at the bottom incorporates a horizontal 
roller across the joint between superstructure and rear deck- 
ing. This takes the tow rope inside the vehicle to a winch 











Full-size drawings of M32 parts. A—top view. B—side view. C 





Top: Detail view of AVRE 7, showing turret fittings—note 
absence of co-axial m/g. Above: Completed M32 model 
with later type suspension. 


fitted inside the space formerly taken by the turret. Note 
the two hatches and a sheave at the front. 

At the extreme rear of the hull, an angled jib is fitted, 
made from two girders 1 mm apart. The lower 8 mm is 
filled in solid, all the work being done with scrap plastic 
or plastic card of about 2 mm deep cross-section, This rear 
jib supports a hinged A-frame boom which, in the travelling 
or towing position, is lowered to the rear, Plastic cocktail 
sticks are just right for the boom, with the ends tapered 
to hold a card ‘sheave’, The other ends are pivoted on 
triangular brackets fitted at the forward break in the hull 
shape. On the model it is really impractical to pivot the 
booms, so they can be cemented in the lowered position, 

continued on page 353 





rear end. D—track cover, 








Top: Your miniature coal depot need only have one siding, but it must hav 
coal bunkers for the incoming loads, while a hopper is also usual these days. 
Above: The coal bunkers under construction 





BASIC RAILWAY MODELLING-by Norman Simmons 





A coal depot 
for a station 


Fourteenth of a regular bi-monthly series catering 


specially for newcomers to model railways 


N the pre-Beeching era practically 

all stations had a coal yard, Even 
in these post-Beeching days, when 
goods yards and depots are closing 
down all over the country, facilities 
for handling domestic coal remain 
where other services are withdrawn. 
In many instances coal merchants 
are modernising their coal handling 
facilities, closing down small depots 
and concentrating the latest handling 
equipment in new and larger sites. 
All this is leading up to the inescap- 
able fact that in whatever period your 
model railway is set, you cannot 
ignore the need for a coal yard, Some- 
where where you can receive coal 
wagons and store the coal. 

Bunkers for storing coal have 
altered little over the years and are 
mostly built of old railway sleepers. 
They can be made to fill whatever 
space you have available on your 
layout and using almost any material 
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A close view of the hopper showing 
its conical outlet and the angle iron 
supports. Inside must be painted 
black or otherwise darkened to 
represent coal dust. 















but a sample model as illustrated in 
these pages was built out of 3/32 inch 
thick soft wood. This bunker measures 
7 inches by 2} inches. Railway sleepers 
in OO gauge are approximately 1} 
inch long so assuming the sleepers 
are placed vertically and allowing 
for a suitable depth for the ends of 
the sleepers to stand in the ground 
the bunker walls will be about an 
inch in height. The wood should 
therefore be cut into inch strips and 
scored at intervals of approximately 
+ inch to represent the vertical 
sleepers, Score on both sides and also 
on the top edge, I found it best to 
do this with the back edge of an old 
pair of scissors and when doing the 
top edge, used the sharp edge of the 
scissors to give an extra deep V 
shaped cut. The planks can be cut 
uneven at the top if desired since 
many of them get damaged over the 
years. 

There are, and have been, many 
ingenious ideas for artificial coal but 
I can never understand why modellers 
don't just use coal—it is readily 
available and, for the minute quanti- 
ties involved, so much cheaper. I 
have used real coal on models smaller 
than 2 mm scale and found it per- 
fectly satisfactory. The thing to do 
is sift the very small coal at the 
bottom of your coal bunker, wash 
out the dust and collect all the small 
nicely shaped pieces, A_ strainer 
borrowed from the kitchen helps 
when doing this. 

As a base for the load of coal I 
used pieces of insulation board 
roughly shaped to give a heap of coal 
effect. The bunker was built up by 
cementing the walls and insulation 
board pieces on a card base as shown 
in one of the illustrations. Men- 
tioning cardboard reminds me that I 
like to build up a collection of card- 
board—pieces of shoe boxes, backs 
of writing pads, packing stiffeners 
from shirts, in fact any nice piece 
that comes along. To quote the old 
phrase, you never know when it might 
come in handy! 

The bunker can now be painted 
matt black and when dry, the floor 
and tops of the insulation board 
pieces are liberally coated with glue. 
The washed and prepared coal should 
then be sprinkled over the glue and 
allowed to dry, Leave a few stray 
pieces lying around and build up a 
line of coal dust along the edges of 
the railway track where it can be 
assumed it fell from wagons being 
unloaded. The ground round and 
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about can also be sprinkled with fine 
sand or ashes and coal dust with a 
few. tufts of green flock to represent 
grass in the less used parts. 

Many modern coal yards have 
hoppers as shown here. These stand 
about 12 feet high and are used for 
filling sacks. My model was built 
from plastic card starting with the 
hopper body which was 0.010 inch 
thick wrapped round the edge of a 
dise of 0.040 inch card. The bottom 
cone shape was formed of 0.010 inch 
card, using the template shown in the 
drawings, and cemented to the bottom 
of the disc. A 4 inch square hole was 
cut in the base of the cone and a 
piece of } inch square balsa wood 
shaped to represent the hopper outlet 
was glued in place. Next the angle 
section legs were cut from 0.020 inch 
card, cemented in place and joined 
by the various bracing pieces, The 
finished model was painted grey. 

The scales and scoop into which 
the hopper unloads and which are 
required for weighing hundredweight 
loads for the sacks were made from 
scraps of plastic card, 0.040 inch 
thick for the bed of the scales and 
0.010 inch for everything else. 

The Airfix JCB3 Excavator can be 
used around the yard for bulldozing 
coal into the bunkers and perhaps 
for small loading and unloading jobs 
but it is not really ideal for scooping 
out wagons or filling the hoppers. A 
useful model for this purpose is the 
Jumbo Crane in Lesney’s Matchbox 
series, I fitted a mechanical grab to 
the hook at the end of the jib. The 
grab was built from plastic card using 
0,040 inch thick material for the 
straight sides and 0,010 inch for the 
curved bottom. In reality, of course, 
the grab is in two halves which close 
like jaws to bite a load. 



























a 


Top: The prototype of the model 
hopper described here. Above and 
left: Another form of hopper is rec- 
tangular with iron sheeted sides. This 
would make an easier model than the 
rounded type. Note the method of 

filling up. 








There are, of course, many other 
aspects of the coal yard that can re- 
ceive attention. Road vehicles, both 
horse-drawn and mechanical, coal 
sacks loaded and unloaded, shovels, 
workmen, and of course the coal 
office, Here Airfix come to the rescue 
with the Trackside Accessories kit 
and straightforward assembly of the 
coal order office contained in this kit 
provides all that is required. 


COAL HOPPER 


Drawings 4 mm scale—full-size for model 


All necessary details for model are shown here, though dimensions may be varied if desired. 
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Build this 


MRRC-POWERED AIRFIX 


WANTED to build a competition car which, while having a 

reasonable performance, was both quick and cheap to make. 
After looking around I decided to use MRRC components and 
an Airfix plastic kit, items which are readily available to most 
modellers. 

The result was a car which was fast and unexpectedly good 
on corners, on the Oakhurst Park track in Salisbury, where I 
am a member. 

To build the model, the following parts are required 





eds 

MRRC Non-steering front end (No 816) 41 
MRRC 3 pole motor with built-in 3.6:1 gear 

(No 703) 19 3 
MRRC jy inch wheels with inch and 

4 inch tyres (No 601) 510 


Airfix Ford Zodiac kit 3 0 
Plus scrap ply, balsa, piano wire and one or 

two BA nuts and bolts, wood, screws and 

further optional tyres 


This is reasonable enough as regards cost, I think, 





Now to the construction. To start with take the chassis 
The chassis beam is cut to length, and quite a chunk has to be 
removed as this unit is made to fit models over a big size range 
The axle beam is cut to size (see drawing) in length and width 
and note that it fits on top of the chassis beam. A self-tapping 
screw holds it firmly in position. The strengthening ridges on 
the chassis underside have to be cut ar the guide 
shoe, which I have found best to fit on the second-from-rear 
hole in the axle. Perfectly clear assembly instructions are 
supplied by the manufacturer with this unit, so I won't bore 
anyone by repeating them here! 

Fit the chassis beam to the motor by the lower of the three 
holes, cut the rear axle to match the front track, fit wheels 
front and rear, wire-up and that's the chassis ready for testing. 
Incidentally, I have used spoked wheels as it gives a far more 


hot Ford 


ZODIAC BY B. K. LESTER 


‘sporting’ look to the car. I know Fords don’t list anything 
like this, but there are specialist firms who will fit spoked 
wheels to almost anything. I have used, and shown on the 
drawing, #f inch tyres all round, although the tyres as supplied 
in set 691 would probably be just as good. 

The unusual part of the car is the way in which I have 
incorporated the seats, in part, plus the dash and rear parcel 
shelf. The accompanying drawing shows the layout together 
with the necessary patterns. Two rear supports are required 
from inch balsa and are spaced + inch apart. Use Araldite 
for all joints and run a generous fillet along the joint between 
floor and body sides. The chassis beam locates in the hole in the 
floor preventing fore and aft movement and two 18 swg piano 
wire clips, clamped around the motor and screwed into the ply 
floor, make a rigid yet quickly detachable assembly. 
































Above left: The completed model has a sporty look with 
MRRC wire-spoked wheels. Careful painting can put the 
model into the ‘showcase’ class. Below: An underside view 
of the completed model showing its plywood floor, the 
MRRC motor and front end, and the body clips affixed 
round screws, The rear supports can also be seen and this 
method of construction ensures a strong but light chassis 
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BODY OUTLINE SHOWN TO 
CLARIFY GENERAL LAYOUT 


SUPPORT FOR REAR 
SEAT (BALSA) 


SEATS IN KIT CUT DOWN 
TO FIT NEW FLOOR 


FRONT BULKHEAD 


MRRC CHASSIS 
BEAM 


SUGGESTED HOLE 
FOR GUIDE SHOE 





FRONT AXLE DETAILS 


‘ 


REAR 


FRONT 


BODY CILP PATTERNS: ENDS 
ARE LOOPED SO THAT SCREWS 
MAY PASS THROUGH 


BODY ATTACHMENT 
CLIPS 


ay 












OUTLINE OF REAR 
SUPPORTS 


|, INCH PLY FLOOR PATTERN 





FRONT BULKHEAD | INCH BALSA 





NEW MOTOR RACING CATALOGUE 


‘HAT Mecca for modellers, Beatties of London, has just 

published a new motor racing catalogue covering every- 
thing stocked in the four Beatties model shops at Man- 
chester, Holborn and Southgate, Virtually every item that 
the keen model motor racing enthusiast could possibly 
want is listed and illustrated. Beatties have everything from 
complete proprietary sets to spare parts and motors for 
scratch builders. Included in the catalogue is an informa- 
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tive introduction and much more in the way of notes and 
details of individual items. The price is 2s and good value 
when it is realised that a set of catalogues from individual 
manufacturers would cost considerably more than this, A re- 
fund voucher is also included, and the catalogue is available 
by post from Beatties of London, 5 The Broadway, South- 
gate, London, N14. As many readers will know, Beatties 
also run a mail order department at the same address. 
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hotogra 
hantom 


ALAN W. HALL SHOWS HOW TO MAKE 
A PHOTO-RECCE PHANTOM RF-4C 
FROM THE AIRFIX PHANTOM 


Y recent visit to the USAF baseet Alconbury brought to 

mind the fact that it won't be too long before the Phantom 
will be one of the main types of military aircraft in English skies. 
The aircraft is due to be issued to both the RAF and Royal 
Navy and this, plus the existing USAF units, will make it com- 
monplace for the spotter. 

A large number of Phantoms are already stationed at Bent- 
waters and Alconbury although, in the latter case, the aircraft 
are of the RF-4C photo-reconnaissance version. 

The Airfix kit of the fighter serves as an excellent basis for a 
conversion and as the kit itself is basically accurate there is 
little to do apart from providing a new nose. This operation, 
although it sounds simple enough does have a few problems 
and I hope that my explanation of how I did the job will provide 
the model maker with an interesting and practical example 
of what can be done with a few pieces of balsa wood and a little 
ingenuity. 

RF-4Cs are standard equipment in all USAF, Navy and 
Marine squadrons. I have, however, chosen as the subject for 
my conversion an aircraft that equips the unit based at Alcon- 
bury mostly because I was able to have a close look at this 
aircraft recently. 








Comparative dimensions 
RF-AC: Length 61 feet (excludes probe) 
Span 38 feet 48 inches 
F-4C: Length 58 feet 31 inches 
‘Span same as RF-AC 








STAGE 2.1 found tnat a nose cone from the Airfix Mirage Tt kit was 
ideal for the Phantom conversion. It also has the advantage of a nose probe 
which when shortened fits the plan exactly, A block of balsa is stuck between 
the Mirage III nose and the Phantom, Keying in both ends by carving away a 
small part before inserting it into the appropriate position. It is best to spend 
a litte time on this as the result will make a stronger and more workable 
section for later operations. 1 used polystyrene cement for the joint. 
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anti-dazzle panel 





STAGE 1 tne fuselage, tail hook and cockpit detail are assembled and 
left to dry thoroughly, Cut off the nose section on the line of the cockpit 
canopy. The lower wing halves can be assembled on to the rest of the model 
as can the engine intakes. 
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Four camera windows on 
underside; also one on 
each side of nose 


























USAF RF-4C Ist Sqn, 10th Tac Recce Wing, 


Alconbury, Hunts, UK 
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Drawings by Richard L. Ward 











USMC RF-4B Phantom 
BuNo 151975¢ 
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STAGE 3 rier tne new nose to dry out for 
more than a week before I started to work on it 
This is probably more time than is necessary, but 
At the same time it is important to get the joints 
to dry out thoroughly. The balsa is carved away 
with a knife following the rough shape required. 
This is then sanded to the shape shown in the 
photograph which fits basically to the section 
Without the nose air intakes and the bulge under 
the fuselage which contains one of the cameras. 
Remember to leave a flat surface on each side 
of the nose corresponding to the shape shown 
in the photographs and plan. 


Continued on next page 
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STAGE 4 two sections of j inch balsa are then stuck to each side of the 
nose and another is placed under the nose. The shape of each is governed 
by the air intakes and camera bulge shown in the plan. The photograph shows 
that these look a little rough but this doesn’t matter as the pieces are much 
thicker than needed and are sanded down to the required shape. It is better 
to have too much than too little. At this stage all cracks and unwanted missile 
housings under the wings are filled with Humbrol filler. The model is now set 
aside to dry thoroughly once again. 


PAINTING — the prototype for my model has the normal grey 

jes and white underneath. All Phantoms are to be camouflaged later 
but I preferred at this stage to model an aircraft that I knew rather than 
‘one which might have variations to the scheme at a later date. 

There's no real ‘straight-from-the-pot’ colour to match the grey of 
the USAF upper surfuces and this has to be mixed. The colour of the jet 
orifice area was painted a mixture of black and copper to give the right 
tone, Where white areas such as the rudder and wing flaps appear against 
the grey I masked off the area required with Sellotape to get sharp, clearly 
defined and straight lines. Similarly, the silver that appears on the tail 
unit and wing leading edges were produced by masking out rather than 
trying to do the job straight off with a brush. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC PHANTOM — continued 


STAGE 5 this is ine inal potishing stage. With varying grades of sand- 
paper I slowly reduced the balsa and filler to the required shape. The small 
intakes in the sides of the nose are made with a needle file carefully worked 
into the sides. Once complete the whole section is given a coating of clear 
dope and talcum powder, allowed to dry and then polished. The operation is 
repeated as many times as necessary until the final smooth shape is ready for 
painting. It is here that the nose probe and the rest of the model parts are 
finally added 





MARKINGS wos: of the markings for this conversion came from 
thecollection that Ihave built up over the years. The ‘U.S. AIR FORCE’ for 
example came from a Revell Thunderchief kit, the ‘Rescue’ markings 
on the nose came from the Airfix F-5 and the remainder, including the 
camera ports were cut from strips of colour transfer. The US star insignia 
same from the original kit. The numerous stencil instructions on the 
prototype aircraft were simulated by the careful use of a mapping pen 
and drawing ink 
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This completely re-styled monthly 

magazine covers all aspects of the model 

motoring hobby, with regular articles 

on slot racing cars and circuits, kit 

building, converting and customising, 

military modelling, scratch building 

and collecting, plus up-to-date news and 

reviews of latest products, 

Order a regular copy from your newsagent, 

price 2s 6d monthly, or take out a 

postal subscription, price 36s per year, 

from the Subscription Department, 

Pritchard Patent Product Co Ltd, 

Pecoway, Seaton, Devon. 

Special offer to readers of Airfix Magazine 
‘ou can obtain a specimen copy of the 

July issue of Miniature Auto for 2s 6d, 

including postage, by filling in this form. 

—— ee 


Please send me a copy of the July isue of Miniature Auto 
at the special post-free price of 


NAME.... 
ADDRESS. 
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culation Department, Miniature Auto, 

Surridge Dawson (Productions) Ltd, 

136/142 New Kent Road, London, SEI. 
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photoPGe 


“Photopage’ has now become a 
regular feature, and further pictures 
will be published as available. 
We would be pleased to consider 
any contributions from readers, 
particularly of squadron aircraft or 
interesting colour schemes, and a 
free Airfix kit will be awarded for 
each picture used. Would intending 
contributors please note, however, 
that photographs submitted should 
be private copyright. 

‘Owing to space limitations, it may 
be necessary to hold pictures for a 
few months before publication. To 
ensure safe return, please write your 
name and address on the back of each 
print. We cannot use press cuttings. 


Captions: M. J. F. BOWYER 





Last month we featured some photo- 
graphs from Griffin Murphey, and 
others are shown on this page. Top: 
A P-47D from the 346 Fighter Sqn, 
350 Fighter Gp, of the 12 Air Force. 
Just below the radio mast on both 
sides of the aircraft was the squadron 
insignia. The unit was known as the 
‘Checkerboard Squadron’ because of 
the black-over-silver checks on the 
rudder. Above: A camouflaged P-47D 
that was flown by Col Schilling when 
with the 56 Fighter Gp. Colour 
scheme is thought to be dark green 
‘over olive drab. Note the underwing 
invasion stripes and a red front por- 
tion of the cowling. 














Top: This B-I7F-115 was coded JJ-P 
and was at one time flown by General 
Curtis LeMay before he received a 
replacement aircraft. On the port sid: 

was the legend ‘We the People 

Above: B-24s from the 464 Bomber 
Gp of the 15 Air Force. White ‘Nan’ 
belonged to 778 BS, while black ‘Nan’ 
was the PFF ship of 779 BS. A 
famous picture shows black ‘Nan’ on 
its back with the port wing breaking 
off. Like many PEF ships in 15 AF, 

she was painted overall dull grey 





“3 Top: Ex-RNZAF pilot John Coom sent us this picture of his Hudson, NZ2049, 

Above: 12280: G9K was the Walrus of No 3 Sqn, RNZAF. It was photographed at Plaines des Gacecs, New 

belonging to HMS Sheffield. She was Caledonia en route for Espenito Santos Island, New Hebrides. Above: Alan 

pictured by L. Westerman just before Hill's father photographed this Lancaster of 38 Sqn, Coastal Command, at 
the last war. Malta in 1948-49. SW325, it was coded P. Note the airborne lifeboat. 
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Introduction of the Airfix Firefly kit 
and our two Profile articles on this 
famous aircraft have aroused a good 
deal of interest and requests for more 
pictures. On this page, M. J. F. 
Bowyer presents some rare factory 
shots of early Fireflys, 





Top right: Z/826 the prototype Fire- 
fly shortly after its completion. Note 
the rudder balance, green|brown 
yellow finish, angular undercarriage 
fairing plate, cutaway for rear vision 
behind pilot's canopy. Right: The 
same aircraft before painting. It had 
only a small serial on the fuselage 
when photographed 























Above: A colourful conversion and 
finish for an Airfix Firefly would be 
VT497:591 of 728 ‘B’ Sqn from 
RNAS Hal Far, Malta, early in 1959. 
This was a ‘drone’ conversion from a 
redundant Mk 5, designated U9, These 
aircraft were mainly used as fleet 
guided missile targets 





Top: 22035 a late production Mk 1 

with the ‘semi - domed’ forward 

canopy. Note the aerial extension for- 

ward and absence of cannon fairings 

Above: 2/875, an NF II with slate 

tones/sky camouflage and one of its 
radomes visible 



















Above: The first Firefly Mk 1 Trainer in blue and silver finish with FI in 
black, before becoming MB750 once more. 

Left: Flight Lieutenant C. J. D. Schofield sent us this view of a preserved 
-RAAF Mustang which he came across in a filling station forecourt, Laverton, 
Victoria, while driving from Melbourne to Geelong. Serialled A68-105, the 
aircraft has black spinner, anti-dazzle panel and code number on nose. 
Inscription “Fleet Wings” was painted in red under the exhausts. In the back- 
yard of the garage was a preserved Harvard. Does anyone know more about 

the history of this particular Mustang? 
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An F-5A of the Royal Norwegian Air Force 


HE first military aircraft designed and developed in the 

USA specifically to meet military requirements and con- 
ditions in the Free World beyond North America is the 
Northrop F-5, Carrying up to 6,200 Ib of external load— 
bombs, rockets, missiles—it lifts more payload per pound of 
aircraft than any other of today's supersonic aircraft, 
Furthermore it has demonstrated a high level of combat 
effectiveness, allowing more air- 
craft for more frequent sorties, 
fast turn-round times, low main- 
tenance and manpower require- 
ments and an ability to operate 
from rough short fields and 
grass strips. For the model 
maker it offers itself in two 
simple forms and in the colours 
of nine nations. 
The F-5 was the outcome of a 
tour made by Northrop officials 
to NATO and SEATO countries 
in 1954, Their findings were 
embodied in the N-IS6F, a 
simple, rugged, versatile, twin- 
jet strike-reconnaissance-inter- 
ceptor fighter, also available as 
the N-156T, a two-seat opera- 
tional trainer, It was the latter 
which first interested the 
USAF. They ordered four as 
YT-38s and placed production 
orders for a development, the T-38 Talon, 

Encouraged by this, Northrop decided to proceed with the 
N-1S56F fighter as a private venture in February, 1958. 
Already the US Government was interested in the type as a 
possible replacement for ageing aircraft supplied to friendly 
countries under the Mutual Security Programme, but it was 
October 22, 1962, before the USAF announced that it had 
awarded a 20 million dollar contract for F-5 production. 

At the end of 1958 the American Government ordered 
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Fin serial is allocated within USAF range. 


three N-156F prototypes and a further ma 
tests, The first, 59-4987 with two General Electric 
GE YJ85-GE-1 engines without after-burners, made its 
maiden flight on July 30, 1959. Revised engines and after- 
burners were later fitted, 

Meanwhile there had been considerable re-appraisal of 
the entire project and the third aircraft was then cancelled. 
During its makers’ and official 
trials the N-1S6F had shown 
great promise, and the changing 
world situation where the need 
for rugged fighters for small 
scale wars was becoming in- 
creasingly apparent led to re- 
instatement of the N-156F in 
April, 1962. It was also clear 
that Northrop’s initial idea, of a 
replacement type for Air Forces 
supplied under the mutual 
defence scheme, would now be 
likely to bear fruit if a suffi- 
ciently enterprising sales pro- 





chine for static 








gramme were adopted, Follow- 
October, 1962, an- 
nouncement, the fighter became 
known the F-5. The third 
machine was then completed, in- 
corporating modifications indi- 
led by trials. As 59-4989 it 
t flew in July, 1963, 
designated F-SA, Its stronger wing could carry a wider 
assortment of stores, It had a stronger undercarriage and up- 
rated J85 engines, 

The first production-type F-5Ss, 63-8367 (YF-SA/N6001, 
first flown September 12, 1963) and 63-8368 (NF-5A/N6004, 
first flown October 19, 1963) were subjected to intensive 
tests. Up to 6,200 Ib external load could be carried, including 
various combinations of bombs, rockets, Bullpup missiles, 
Sidewinders, drop tanks and napalm tanks, Tip tanks, pylon 
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tanks, single-point in-flight refuelling and a drag chute for 
landing, were other features, Two M-39 cannon were fitted 
in the nose. Trials especially centred on discovering what 
limited ground support was necessary for the aircraft 

A_new version appeared in February 1964, the F-SB 
(N8001, first flown as 63-8438 on February 28) featuring a 
second crew place and extra forward cockpit replacing the 
two-cannon installation. 

After evaluating other possible contenders the Norwegian 
Air Force decided early in 1964 to acquire F-SAs and F-5Bs 
64 of which were ordered in February to equip three 
squadrons. The first aircraft flew in June 1965, and delivery 
of the order—now increased to 68—is currently underway 
With an initial climb rate taking it to 30,000 feet in a 
minute, a combat ceiling of over 50,000 feet and a top speed 
of Mach 14 in clean condition, the F-5A was seen to be a 
formidable aeroplane especially when these characteristics 
were wedded to its rough field capability and wide range of 
possible loads. 

The USAF received its first F-SA on April 30, 1964, the 
4441 Combat Crew Training Squadron at Williams Air 
Force Base being the recipient, Its aircraft have included 
63-8377, 63-8380 and 63-8445. In an effort to promote further 
sales an FS toured 12 European and Middle East coun- 
tries between June 15 and September 15, 1964, Whilst 
this tour was underway the US Department of Defence 
announced that sales had been negotiated with seven nations 
—Norway, Iran, Korea, Greece, Turkey, the Philippines and 
Nationalist China. The Greeks had decided to order 40, 
sufficient for two squadrons, On the day before the tour 
ended the first Allied pilots began training at Williams AFB. 

In February, 1965, Northrop signed a licence agreement 
with Construcciones Aeronautics, SA (CASA) for the pro- 
duction of F-5s for the Spanish Air Force. Under the agree- 
ment CA Il perform partial manufacture and assembly 
of 70 F-5s, delivery of which is to begin next year. Northrop 
was able to announce that by February 1965 sales of the 
new fighter totalled over 350, at a time when the British 
Government was misguidedly cancelling the revolutionary 
P1154, and vacillating over the P1127 which could have done 
all and more than the F-5 had a more intelligent pro- 
gramme been followed. 

February, 1965, saw the delivery of F-5s to the first 
Imperial Iranian Air Force squadron to be equipped, at 
Teheran, Iran's order stands at 91 aircraft, to equip three 
squadrons, Climatic tests were completed in March, seven 
months after commencement, and particularly important 
now that the machine was to see world-wide service. Ameri- 
can forces in the Pacific had already sampled an F-SB, and 
on April 30, the first squadron of the South Korean Air 
Force to have F-Ss was equipped, In June and July, 1965 

Continued on next page 






























Above, top to bottom: 63-8416 depicts the likely look of a 
RCAF CF-SA, unless camouflage outdates this attempt! 
38448 is a F-SB, and 38404 is an F-5A, both of the ROK 
Air Force. Third Freedom Fighter F-5, 59-4989, fully 
loaded with tanks and bombs, It has a black anti-dazzle 
panel, Two F-5As take off for a tactical mission in Vietnam: 
Nearest is 13316 and behind is 13332. Below: A line of 
Royal Iranian Air Force F-SAs with USAF serials. Nearest 
aircraft is subject of Airfix kit 
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Above, top to bottom: 





route for Vietnam. Nearest ‘machine is 61-12 All 
are in four-tone camouflage. An F-5SA of Tactical Air 
Command drops its bomb load on a training sortie, 38429, 


camouflaged in the usual style, drops bombs on a Viet Cong 

position, Turkish Air Force F-5s. 
Drawing right, top to bottom: An F-5A in camouflage mark- 
ings, applied for service in Vietnam. All colours matt 
‘White’ described as slightly off-white. An F-5A of Tactical 
Air Command whose fin flash details can be seen in the 
accompanying diagram. An F-5A of the Turkish Air Force. 
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PROFILE—Continued 


an F-SB toured Belgium and Holland in a further stage of 
the sales campaign and, on July 1, the Iranian Air Force 
declared its first F-5 squadron as combat ready at Mehrabad. 

A further milestone in the F-5 story came on July 15, 
when the first Greek Air Force squadron equipped. On the 
same day the Canadian Minister of Defence announced that 
the RCAF had selected the F-5 for licensed production by 
Canadair Ltd, of Montreal. After considering 14 types of 
aircraft for the new ‘Global-Mobile’ Command for rapid 
erseas deployment the Canadian Government chose the 
, to be built as the CF-S. About 125 are likely to be built, 
20 of them CF-SBs, and the CF-5 will feature engines of 
higher thrust, in-flight refuelling, and other modifications. 

The next major stage in the F-5’s career came about in 
September, 1965, on the first day of which the 106 Fighter 
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Drawings by A.M. Alderson 
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Squadron of the Republic of Korea Air Force was declared 
operational at Suwon AFB, On September 16, the American 
Secretary of Defence announced that combat evaluation of 
12 F-5Ss was to take place in South Vietnam, and be con- 
ducted by the ‘Skoshi Tiger’ 4503 Tactical Fighter Squadron. 
The latter arrived at Bien Hoa Air Base on October 23, 
1965, and flew its first two sorties on the same day. Two days 
later more F-Ss arrived in the Far East with the first 
deliveries being made to the Philippines Air Force at Basa 
Air Base, Pampanga, Before 1965 ended Turkey had re- 
ceived its first F-Ss, likewise the Republic of China, About 
700 F-Ss are now on order or programmed for at least nine 
air forces, 

In Vietnam the F-5 has now been extensively tested and, 
by early February, 2,000 sorties had been flown. The ex- 
amples based there have taken on added interest in recent 
months by acquiring four-tone camouflage which has, of late, 
been extended to many types of American tactical aircraft. 
With the coming of camouflage the deletion of unit markings 
seems to have come about, although the Americans have 
always been eager to decorate their aeroplanes in bright 
colours and unique styles, so we may hope to see almost a 
return to the fascinating markings of the wartime days, 

At first glance the camouflaged fighters, bombers and 
transports appear to wear a green-brown-white finish, but 
closer inspection reveals this to be far from true. Two shades 
of green are employed, officially designated Dark Green and 
Green, The mid-brown colouring is known as Tan, and the 
off-white undersurfaces like the remainder of the aircraft are 
painted in very matt colours. Paintwork has been sprayed 
on and all but merges, making true model representation 
extremely difficult unless a spray unit is used—no small 
task on such a model, A mixture of turps or turbs substitute 
and Humbrol flattener might produce quite an acceptable re- 
sult, and should the colours over-run their edges then they 
would be reflecting the results seen on some real aircraft. 
Such numbering as appears seems invariably to be black, 
although it may be a very dark shade of blue on some 
machines. The size of the US national insignia has been 
much reduced, as can be seen in the accompanying illustra- 
tions. Camouflage has been applied to prescribed patterns, 
however, and these would appear to have been largely 
adhered to, with the usual anomalies creeping in. 

Clearly this is a subject which holds considerable interest 
for model makers, and it is one to which we shall be return- 
ing next month, It would be interesting, too, to receive news 
and comments on the re-introduction of camouflage from our 
readers, M. J. F. Bowyer 




















MILITARY MODELLING—Consinuea 


The A-frame was pivoted forward for hoisting operations 
on the real vehicle, 

Right forward of the superstructure was a 2 inch smoke 
mortar which was fired, if necessary, for cover during 
recovery operations. Note that is is stayed against the 
superstructure. If your model has horizontal volute sus- 
pension like mine, you will find that the tracks are wider 
overall than the superstructure. They are covered by the 
track guard drawn at D which protrudes from the hull 
sides when cemented beneath the hull, All that remains is 
the detailing and this includes a tubular steel tow-bar on 
the left side, aft. There are spare road wheels at each 
corner of the hull and on the superstructure front, plus 
numerous spare parts and track shoes. 

Finally a tow rope is rigged from the roller in the super- 
structure, over the sheave in the A-frame, and a spare 
tow rope is draped round the superstructure base. 


POST-WAR AVRE 


INALLY this month, we look at the post-war version 

of the AVRE (armoured vehicle, Royal Engineers). 
This is a very suitable beginner's conversion for anyone 
who has not tried military modelling before. The AVRE 
Mk 7, to use its official designation, was a conversion of 
the standard Mk 7 Churchill to replace the older war-built 
AVREs of the Royal Engineers, They featured a much- 
improved 6.5 inch demolition gun, breech-loaded, in place 
of the old Petard mortar and were more versatile than the 
earlier designs. 

The model is made as per the Airfix instructions, except 
that the 75 mm gun is cut off from the mantlet, together 
with its co-axial machine-gun. An 18 mm length of 2.5 mm 
diameter sprue or scrap plastic is cemented centrally to the 
mantlet and tissue paper is wrapped round the joint. 

A cable reel, as for the ASSU car, is cemented to each 
side of the turret and held with triangular bracket. Finally 
5 mm and 3 mm strips of 1 mm wide card are stuck on 
each side as shown in the pictures to represent the dozer 
and CIRD fittings, Optional fittings are a 20 mm x 8 mm x 
3 mm deep stowage box on top of the exhaust manifold, 
and a piece of scrap plastic to represent a valise on the 
turret side to hold the crew’s bedding. Smoke projectors 
were standard fitting. 

These Churchills had the distinction of being the last in 
service in the British Army. They survived until last year. 





OPEN DAY 


hear from the Aviation Society of Farnham 

Grammar School, Surrey, that they are to participate 
with a model aircraft display in the school’s open day on 
Saturday, July 16 next. Their display will consist of a 32 
square feet airfield layout depicting the apron, control 
tower, hangars and maintenance facilities, etc. This provides 
the setting for the model aeroplanes constructed by 
members. 

Though the open day is intended mainly for relatives and 
friends, the society would welcome any AIRFIX magazine 
reader living in the area who might like to look at this 
model aircraft display. To ensure admittance, we recom- 
mend that any intending visitor take a copy of this maga- 
zine to show at the door. 
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On July 23, next, the aviation society is also taking part 
in a transport exhibition in conjunction with the school’s 
model railway club, and a larger display will be staged. 
Other attractions are scheduled for this date. 

Both functions take place in the school buildings and 
visitors will find the necessary directions at the school 
entrance. 








STEAM TOUR 


Te Bristol group of the Great Western Society are to 
hold a steam rail-tour of part of the old GWR area on 
Sunday, July 17. Route will cover Bristol, Birmingham, 
Tyesly, Tutnell Green and Stourbridge, with motive power 
north of Gloucester provided by 7808 Cookham Manor. 

Full details of the tour can be obtained from A. Kippax, 
70 Coldharbour Road, Redlands, Bristol, 6. 
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New kits and models 


a 


GOLDEN MODEL 


HE flavour of the Spanish Main is captured by the latest 

ship kit released by Revell (GB) Ltd, They have chosen Sir 
Francis Drake's Golden Hind as the subject of their new model 
and we are, at the time of going to press, engaged in the not 
inconsiderable task of assembling what turns out to be a kit 
in the ‘super detail’ class. The instruction book provided, 
which includes a detailed history of the ship, has no less than 
12 pages packed with assembly details, and the hundreds of 
tiny parts include minute accurate replicas of rigging blocks, 
rigging tackles, belaying pins, and deadeyes. 

Provision is made for running rigging that really works, and 
other pleasing features include cannons with elevating barrels 
and recoil ropes, a pump, whipstaff, dog figurehead, and even 
oars for the ship’s boat. In fact, the amount of detail is quite 
astonishing, and Revell, who already have a good reputation 
for their sailing ship kits, have certainly maintained their 
standards with this one. 

No scale is given for this model, but since it is just over a 
foot long we reckon it to be in the OO/HO category. This is 
confirmed by the height of the crew—yes, five figures are 
provided—who scale out at 5 feet 6 inches, Sir Francis Drake 
is included among the figures, incidentally. Complete with 
display stand, sails, flags, decals, and rigging thread, the 
Revell Golden Hind costs 14s 11d. C.O.E, 


NEW MARKINGS 


EPLICA Decal is one of those firms which printed several 

shi of German transfers among their early rel 
‘Their latest sheets contain markings for several more Luftwaffe 
aces including Molders, Wick and Marseille, 

Although a slight criticism is due for the somewhat repetitive 
subject matter chosen, the transfers themselves are of the very 
highest quality. They number amongst the best we have seen, 
and are all silk screen printed rather than lithoed like those 
in plastic kits. The markings are also on individual slide bases 
which gets over the problem of having to cut round each piece. 



































Last month we mentioned the new Ge-Ge Sulky racing sets 

Here are two of the Sulkies showing the guide shoe. British 

importers are A B Kroner Ltd, 37 Mill Lane, London, NW6, 
who can supply trade only. 
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Replica Decal’s original sets of markings contained sheets of 
both 1:72 and 1:48 scales printed on the same paper. This was 
a mistake as few want to buy the same markings twice in two 
different scales. The problem has now been overcome and thi 
latest release contains individual sheets for the two scale: 
costing six shillings each. The price is expensive but they are 
worth the money. 

Apart from the pilots’ aircraft markings each sheet has 
swastikas and crosses of a better quality than those provided 
in any of the kits produced of the Fw 190 or Bf 109. An instruc- 
tion sheet which goes with the transfers gives camouflage 
pattern instructions and positions for the markings. 

Hisairdec have also produced some new transfers this month. 
Four small packs of British roundels and fin stripes are provided 
at 3s 6d per pack. The divisions are: fin flashes, early and late 
war, red and blue upper wing roundels, and two sets of fusel 
roundels, one pre-1942 and the other for the period following 
this and immediately post-war. 

They are all to the same high standard which is being main- 
tained by this manufacturer and have authentic colours and 
sizes. Modellers will appreciate the extra small size of fuselage 
side markings which are not common in the available kits and 
can be very difficult to reproduce for some conversions. BMW 
Models have stocks of these latest Hisairdec releases. A.W H. 


BIG SHERMAN 
OST military modellers will be familiar with the Sherman 
tank of World War 2 fame, and anyone with the 
Airfix model will instantly recognise the larger scale version of 
this vehicle that has now been introduced by Revell (GB) Ltd. 
In fact, the Revell model is to 1:40 scale, and the manufacturers 
have, therefore, been able to incorporate a lot of fine detail into 
this kit. 

The Sherman version represented in the Revell kit is the 
M4A\ type fitted with E8 type horizontal volute suspension. 
It thus has the rounded cast hull instead of the angular welded 
hull depicted in the Airfix kit. The tracks are wider than the hull 
with this suspension and the appearance differs considerably 
from the Airfix version. 

Revell’s model is ck 


























nly and accurately moulded in olive 
drab plastic. Construction is quite ightforward with the aid 
of a well illustrated instruction sheet. The turret can be 
traversed and the gun elevated, while the wheels and track 
revolve, and the bogies pivot. A tank commander is provided 
as are two infantry figures. Cost of the kit is 10s 6d, good value 
for the detail offered. C.0.E. 


CLASSIC ROLLS 
NE of the best model cars we've seen for a long time has 
just been released in the Corgi Classic range. It is an 
excellent replica of the 1912 Rolls-Royce ‘Silver Ghost’, scaled 
to 1:43 and replete in detail. It has a Pullman type limousine 
body by Barker, full chassis detail, authentically treaded tyres, 
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a roof luggage rack, full interior, plated lights, and the classic 
R-R radiator surmounted by the traditional mascot. The body 
mouldings and windows are particularly well finished. This is a 
real collectors’ piece and retails at 14s 6d. 

Also introduced by Corgi is a Volkswagen finished as a 
German police patrol car, complete with two policemen and a 
blue roof beacon. This fitting is used as a steering control to the 
front wheels giving a turning circle of scale proportions, 
Finished in green and white, this model sells at 7s 9d. C.O.E. 


VILLAGE CHURCH 


A COUNTRY church, complete with graves, is the latest 
addition to the Bellona OO/HO scale scenic model range. 
It is in typical British style, with tile roof, tower, porch, and 
even decorative hinges on the doors, The tower is buttressed at 
the corners and has a clock face on its outer wall. No hands or 
figures are moulded on this as modellers can draw their own 
desired time on it. The windows are also blank, since they need 
to be painted with a ‘stained’ eff 

The model is moulded in pliant, unbreakable, buff plastic 
and comes unpainted. Ordinary plastic enamels are not suitable 
for the type of plastic used in Bellona models so the manu- 
facturers produce a special varnish which is mixed with poster 
or water colours to give any desired shade. This must be 
purchased separately. The Bellona church is an impressive 
size, 6 inches high and 9 inches long. The graves form part of 
the base. Doors on the model are moulded in the closed 
position, but they can be made to open by cutting through the 
edges with a craft knife. Price is 17s, postage extra. C.0.E. 


REVELL RELEASE A LANC 


EWLY released this month from Revell is a 1:72 scale kit 

of a Lancaster which has obviously utilised some of the 
moulds already available from the previous 617 Squadron 
aircraft kit with the Wallis bomb. 

This model is a good one and has numerous features. The 
bomb doors open, there are moving elevators, rudders, ailerons 
and flaps, and the undercarriage retracts. 

The model is accurate in most of its dimensions though the 
rivet detail is very heavy. So too are the representations of 
fuselage windows which are best filled in when making the model. 
We sought a Lane which did not have these for the sample kit 
and, as the photographs show, found an excellent one in an 

te post-war Lancaster belonging to 404 Squadron, 
Modifications had to be made in deleting the top turret 
and s adding a H2S scanner under the rear fuselage, but these 






















Like most of its contemporaries the Revell Lancaster is well 
made and the moulds show very little flash. The 73 parts fit well 


Revell’s new 1:72 scale Lancaster, converted here by ‘Alan 
Hall to a RCAF machine. 
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Top: Bellona’s new village church. Above: Corgi’s classic 
Rolls. 


together and we enjoyed making up this model even though 
rubbing down the rivet heads took some time. 

Transfers are provided for the aircraft coded PO-S of 467 
Squadron which now graces the gate at RAF Scampton and 
markings are also included for the same aircraft when it was with 
83 Squadron. The kit costs 12s 6d. AW.H. 


MORE FROM JAPAN 


'WO new kits are available from BMW Models of Wimble- 

don this month, imported from Japan. They are 1:50 scale 
replicas of the Ki44 Shoki ‘Tojo’ and the Mitsubishi A6M7 
Zero-Sen produced by Tamiya, 

Both of these kits have been seen before in 1:72 scale from the 
same manufacturer and we think that Tamiya ought to be con- 
gratulated in the production of models in two scales for the 
enthusiasts. 

As usual in the larger scale kits, Tamiya have provided a 
means of motorising the propellors. The actual electric motors 
are not included in the kits but the connections are. The Zero 
has 47 parts and the Tojo 41. Both are moulded in dark green 
plastic and are easy to fit together. Apart from the provision 
for motorising the propellor, the kits have retractable under- 
carriages and moving flaps and ailerons. 

The price of each kit is 12s 6d, 


NEW 'PROFILES' 


OTH cars and aircraft figure among the new releases 
from Profile Publications. We have just been reading Car 
Profiles 9-12 which cover the Auburn Straight Eight, Bugatti 
35, Alvis Speed 20 and 25, and Ferrari 625/555 respectively. 
Aircraft. Profiles cover the DH3, the Grumman 
(‘(Gulfhawk’), Bristol Blenheim, Fw 109D/Tall52, rae 
Thunderstreak, and DC-3. 
Price of each ‘Profile’ is 2s, and they can be had from 
most model shops and many bookshops. COE. 
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Letters to 


Letters to the Editor can only be answered in the 
magazine, Readers whose letters are published 
eacl ive a free Airfix plastic construction kit 
‘are always pleased to receive 
your comments and pictures, which will 
considered for publication. Submitted material 


and pictures can only be returned if accompanied 
by a stamped addressed envelope, and the Editor 
cannot accept responsibility for safe keeping of 


the Editor peas eee 


agree with comments expressed by correspondents 





Another average buyer 


] AM afraid Mr Pittam in your May 
issue has rather let the cat out of the 
bag. Yes, 1 am another who almost 
exactly meets his specification for Mr 
Average Buyer, 1 am also acquainted 
with several others here in Montreal. 
However—and 1 suspect this applies to 
many of our kind—I was also a school- 
boy buyer. This at a time when the 1:72 
scale models of prototypes with retract- 
ing undercarriages were also so equippe 
1 remember that an Me 109 kit at the 
time (1938) noted that though the 
modeller might experience difficulty with 
the operation of the retracting under- 
carriage, the pilots of the Luftwaffe were 
experiencing a similar problem 1 guess 
the Luftwaffe solved their problem, what 
about the kit manufacturers? 

I would like to enquire through your 
journal if anyone could advise me how 
to obtain the ribbed effect of fabric 
covered wings, TI is for conversions 
where new wings have to be made up 
from wood, I have tried various combina- 
tions of cotton let into score lines and 
varnished over, but the effecis 1 seem to 
get are far from realistic, 

Incidentally, 1 don’t know how Mr 
Pittam organises his purchases, but 1 
find a small son in tow on visits to the 
model shop prevents one being too 
conspicuous! 

R. G. Power, Pointe Claire, Canada. 




















On colour schemes 


J READ. with pleasure article by 

C, O, Ellis, on camouflage and mark- 
ings, in ‘the Atetx magazine, April 1966 
issue, 

I wish to tell some particulars on 
camouflage schemes I have seen myself. 
British. schemes—1939-40 

During this period, an RAF air base 
was near my town, RAF vehicles (lorries, 
vans, buses, cars ‘and ambulances also) 
Were’ painted medium earth with green 
large patches. Some vehicles, principally 
HQ cars, were blue, There’ were some 
Renault vans, also blue, 

Mostly, ambulances © (Morris Com 
mercials, ‘etc.) were dark green with Red 
Cross emblem, 

There was a RE detachment also, Their 
lorries (Morris 4 x 4, Bedford, Austin) 
were painted matt khaki with dark grey, 
amost black, large patches, On sides were 
WD numbers in white, C, O Ellis says 
the vehicles sent to France with the BEF 
were usually painted matt dark gr 
with dark earth patches (like the 
vehicles I have seen, probably), 
French schemes 

The pre-war scheme was usually olive 
drab, slightly yellower than the finish. 
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Army vehicles (eg artillery _ tractors, 
Citroen half-tracks) were painted dark 
olive drab, almost dark green, AFVs had 
a green-earth-brown camouflage scheme. 
During the 1939-40 period, numerous 
camouflage schemes were adopted on 
requisitioned civilian vehicles with usually 
carth-green-brown colours Afterwards, 
Free French Forces and North African 
French Forces had British, American or 
‘anadian vehicles with their schen no 
doubt, 
Posi-war, the French Army went back 
to plain olive drab, similar to the present 
US shade, ‘The military models range 
from Dinky Toys (France) works displays 
this present scheme 
Marcel Gabriel, Bar-le-Duc, France, 


























Tale of a tail 


HAVING about a year ago built one 

of your excellent P40E-IA kits, in 
RNZAF colours, and made something 
of a mess of it, I have intended ever 
since to construct another one, When 
the December 1966 issue of ‘Flying 
Review International’ arrived, therefore, 
containing two pages of P40 profile draw- 
ings, an RNZAF P40K (NZ3057) among 
them caught my eye, and I duly pur- 
chased another kit’ with NZ3057_ in 
mind as a model, 

However, a friend of mine, who is a 
recognised authority on RNZAF aircraft, 
pointed out that NZ3057 was, as stated, 
a P4OK, whereas the kit represented a 
P40E, which was 15 inches shorter than 
the K model P40. When the fuselage of 
the earlier P40s was lengthened, the tail. 
plane remained where it was, while the 
fin was shifted back 15 inches along with 
the rear end of the fuselage, so that the 
leading edge of the tailplane in the P40K 
was 15 inches or so ahead of the leading 
edge of the fin, instead of level with it 
as in the E model. This is, of course, 
the arrangement in the kit, 

‘Therefore it seemed as if it would be 
necessary to lengthen the fuselage to pro 
duce a P4OK. However, on placing the 
fuselage half from the kit on the drawing 
(which is 1:72 scale), 1 was surprised to 
find that they were the same length, ie, 
the fuselage of the kit aircraft is, in 
length, that of a K or other late model 
P40. 

What you have in the kit, it s 
a P40K ‘with the tailplane too far back, 
and all that is needed to effect a con- 
version is to shift it forward by about 
1 inch, How this is to be done I leave 
to anyone who cares to try it—I propose 
to extend the slot forward by + inch, 
cutting away the tailplane stump at the 
rear accordingly, and fill up the resulting 
zaps with plaster or plastic filler. Some 
modifications to the cockpit and canopy 



























ems, is 











in the letters column. 


should also be undertaken, but these are 

very trivial and probably ‘not worth the 
trouble, 

Has any other reader reached this 

conclusion, 1 wonder? 

J. W, Sullivan, Auckland, 

New Zealand. 





Popski’s Private Army 


ALE in the last issue of Aretx 

magazine about SAS armed Jeeps 
made me wonder if any other readers 
would like to add to their collections an 
interesting variant of this type. The Jeeps 
of ‘Popski’s Private Army’, which oper- 
ated in North Africa and’ Italy during 
the last war. were armed with a 0.5 inch 
Browning MG (from the M3 kit) on the 
bonnet, and a 0.3 inch Browning at the 
right rear of the vehicle, the spare wheel 
being moved to the other side to make 
room for the mounting pillar, 

The book ‘Private Army’ by V. Penia- 
koff, who led the unit, has good’ photos 
of Jeeps armed in this way, both on the 
move and in action, and makes interesting 
reading about the activities of such a unit, 

Paul Inness, Wallingford, Berks: 


Weathered look 


J FIND that when leaving an aircraft all 
silver if you pick out all the engraved 

detail in black, it makes an aircraft look 

much more natural and weathered, 

Also when | display a model with 
wheels down, I gently heat the base of 
the wheels and flatten so that the 
looks as if there is some weight pt 
down on the tyres. 

B. W. Chapinan, Brighton, Sussex, 
































Sailing model 


RECENTLY my mother, while dusting, 
accidentally knocked my model of 
the Endeavour off the window-sill, Conse. 
ntly various parts of it were broken, 
a model the Endeavour was now 
but by the following method 
s able to construct a ship which 
had the appearance of a yacht crossed 
with a Japanese man-o'-warl This ship 
was able to float and actually sail across 
a pond, 

First I removed the largest hatch 
which is in front of the main mast; 
next I poured approximately _ three- 
quarters of a jam jar of plaster of Paris 
into the hull, through the hatch, and al- 
lowed it to’ dry. If you use ‘a whole 
Endeavour it is best to rig and glue the 
sails in place (sheet can be used for this 
purpose), leaving out the topmost small 
sail. As most people know, to keep a boat 
upright you should have a keel. For this 
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you can use a shaped piece of wood 
fixed to the hull by plaster of paris, A 
iudder may now be applied, although 

steering can be done using a sail 
Lastly, it is advisable to give the hull 
two or even three coats of t 10. 
guard against leaks in the hul tra 
ballast may be needed to float the ship on 
the waterline but that is quite casily 
remedied, The resulting Endeavour is 
quite pleasing when in, the water, though, 

out of it, it looks rather awkward, 
‘A. Payne, Biddenden, Kent. 








Display board 


BEING a model aircraft fanatic and 

finding room on flat surfaces in my 
bedroom dwindling. I sought for other 
methods of displaying your excellent 
models, 

‘As my bedroom has been fairly recently 
redecorated hanging models from the 
ceiling produced pin holes all over it, 
It was then that Burchased a piece of 
pes-board (le, hardboard with. regular 
joles in it). A piece of wire of a suit- 
able diameter can be bent into an S- 
shape, one end being placed in the hole 
in the board and the other in the hole 
provided in the model for the stand, It 
is best to paint the board matt white 
and fix it to the wall with picture 
hangers, leaving a half-inch gap between 
the wall and board. With a little care 
aircraft can be easily removed or re- 


placed. 
David Carter, London, S.W.11. 


Another theory 


I THINK the aircraft seen by reader 
Chaffe on September 3, 1939, was 
most probably the Gloster F9/37, it 
being one of the few aircraft of similar 
layout to the XFSF-1—which did not fly 
until April 1, 1940, As it was also. very 
similar to the Bf 110 it was probably 
being moved out of the forward area to 
prevent the sort of confusion that reigned 
throughout the war—and is still reigning! 

‘The only other twins were the Whirl 
wind and the Beaufighter—both ineligible 
due to single fins (the twin. fin prototype 
of the fatter not flying until 1940)—or it 
could have been French, but that is 
unlikely at such a time. 

Such one off jobs (No 2 had. Pere- 
grines) are all that are left for hardwood 
hackers but what a set they would make, 
the Fantome, MB 2. 3. 5, M20, F5/34s, 
F7/30s and the F9/37; as would the 
faily coloured between-wars British, 
French and American types, 

Tf, this is. published, could 1 appeal 
for information on the 3-seat DH9a used 
by 205 and 3 Squadrons for coastal 
reconnaissance from Leuchars—not the 

W_ Tadpole or the Westland Walrus 
(which Tepldeed in? 

. T. C. Long, Finningley, Yorks. 

















Conversion corner 


SOME time azo you were kind enough: 

to. publish my views concerning kits 
containing parts to permit construction 
of several versions of a particular air- 
craft. Since then, T have had further 
thoughts about this question, and T can 
see the obvious disadvantages, both for 
manufacturer and purchaser, ‘of ‘multi- 
variant’ kits (added cost, large number of 
unused. parts, etc.), and an alternative 
suggestion may be of interest. 


July, 1966 





Over the years many kits have been 
withdrawn and re-issued in improved and 
different. form (Airfix Spitfire and 
Bf109, for example) and this process, 
applied to established types after suffi- 
cient, numbers have been produced to 
provide an adequate ‘reserve’ stock, 
could result in fresh interest in, and re- 
newed sales of, kits for which demand 
has tapered off. 

‘To give some idea of what I have in 
mind, slight fuselage modifications and 
radial engines would produce a Lan- 
caster II; a_ revised nose and engine 
change and Do217E becomes Do217M; 
even smaller changes are needed to re- 
sult in Beaufighter If or Mosquito IV. 
Countless other variations suggest them- 
selves. and I believe the cost of com- 
paratively small alterations to. existing 
moulds would be handsomely repaid. in 
sales, I know that the ‘mods’ involved 
are ‘not beyond the power of many 
enthusiasts, but there must be scores of 
us who simply do not have the time for 
conversions but who wish to build a 
large and varied _ collection, Further- 
more, merely the sight of a new box-lid 
is enough to sell a kit to many model- 


lers. 
S. J. Hutchings, Taunton, Somerset 


The introduction of the Whirlwind 
HAR 1 kit announced this month makes 
the total of Atrrtx aircraft kits that have 
been completely revised up to three. In 
addition, as the observant modeller will 
have noted, many other AtRFIXx kits have 
been furnished with added detail over the 
years—ErTor. 


Display method 


AS, spice in my room is very. limited, 
I had to find a way of displaying 
my models in an attractive manner yet 
in a small space. 1 overcame this diffi- 
culty in the following way. 

For aircraft I drilled six holes in three 
pieces of wood about 18 x 3 x } inches. 
Into these holes T put lengths of metal 
supports for plants, These are fairly con- 
spicuous but they provide a very sturdy 
support. By this means T have made 
scenes from World War I and also from 
the European and Pacific theatres of 
war. 

Th the case of surface vehicles I 
covered a piece of hardboard with papier 
miché, made in the usual way except 
that Polyfilla is used instead of a paste. 
This, when painted, gives a very good 
rough ground effect. T have reproduced 
a scene from the D-day landings, and 
also a desert scene. 


John H. Brown, Dundee, Angus. 


Painting guns 


ALTHOUGH T am mainly a model air- 
craft fan. T have built quite a num. 
ber of the Airfix military model vehicles, 
and must congratulate Airfix on their 
latest M3 Half-Track, This model really 
looks authentic when’ completed. 

One small tip which T find useful 
when painting machine guns, such as the 
0 cal gun on the half-track, is to 
mix a_ small proportion of silver to 
matt black enamel, and when this has 
dried on the gun to apply a thin coat 
of oil (I use ‘3-in-1” oil), 

T have often wondered why the Army 
figures included in the military vehicle 


kits are better moulded and detailed than 
those in Airfix soldier kits. It seems a 
pity that these could not be made to the 
same standard, E s 
Referring to CO. Ellis’s interesting 
article on camouflage and markings in 
the April issue of Arrrix magazine, [ 
do recall that on quite a lot of 
Army vehicles I saw during World We 
2. the identification letters were painted 
ey and not white as stated in his 


article, 
Stuart Israel, Barry, Glam. 








Cry from the heart 


VETERAN car modelling enthusiasts 

are lonely figures in the model press 
at present, Each month we read enviously 
of a great wealth of modem and military 
vehicles and aircraft on release but hardly 
a single veteran or vintage car. The most 
recent appears to be ‘Ole Bill-—a good 
idea marred by the card cut outs, 1 dis- 
pensed with these and boarded up my 
model with strips of natural wood from 
a roll of wood strip wall covering 
material, The whole vehicle is painted 
matt drab with relief of black tyres and 
RASC title and number in white stencil 
—very effective contrast against a red/ 
white high gloss ‘General’. 

I have recently ‘chopped’ a Mercedes 
and Revell Packard to make a 1909 Itala 
Laundaulet and a Cowley to make a 
1913 Oxford, using Lanchester wheels 
and Rous mudguards. 

jen are we going to 
vinta; and veteran. 
(Northampton Breweries 








1900. Thorny- 
croft or Gordon Howell’s Mighty Atom 





Foden)—a commercial van (Harrod’s 
Walker electric)? This type of kit— 
slightly off the beaten track has been 
ignored by all and only the diecast 
makers seem to recognise the widespread 
interest in commercials and_ steam. 
M. H. Poole, Stroud, Glos. 
We're doing’ our best Mr Poole. 
Vintage commercial conversions appear 
in both this issue and last month's and 
‘more are planned.—EDITOR, 


Those were the days! 


HAVING just read Mr Honey's letter 
in this month’s Arrerx magazine has 
prompted me to turn up an old Skybird 
price list, and this has brought back to 
mind that Skybirds used to sell what they 
termed Revolistic airscrews, These were 
very similar to pocket and wrist watches 
springs, and when substituted for the 
aircraft's propeller looked as if it was 
revolving. I can assure you that it gives 
a very realistic effect. 
As well as 1:72 scale turned wooden 
its they also produced a large range of 
military equipment including an AA Unit 
(consisting of lorry, trailer, gun and 
crew), Lanchester armoured car, Whippet 
tank and numerous other items, 
P. E. T, Littlewood, Slough, Bucks. 














Last word 


SINCE purchasing Arrrix magazine 1 
have seen continuing correspondence 
‘on the subject of decals, particularly 
methods of turning the gloss type matt. 
T suggest that any modeller worth his salt 
should always cover his completed model 
with a matt varnish! 


‘A. S. Tilbury, Manchester. 
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do that, It does however give a number of books that should 
be read to find out more about the subject after having studied 
its own introduction. Each section is well illustrated by photo- 
graphs and line drawings. For the parent wishing to interest his 
youngster in aviation as a hobby there can be few better books 
‘on which to start. 


Irish line 


THe BALLYCASTLE RAILWAY, by E. M. Patterson. Published by 
David & Charles (Publishers) Ltd, South Devon House, Railway 
Station, Newton Abbot, Devon and distributed by Macdonald 
& Co. (Publishers) Ltd, 2 Portman St, London, WI, Price 35s, 


‘HE Ballycastle Railway was opened in 1880 and closed in 

1950. Situated in County Antrim and projected as a link 
between the two market towns of Ballycastle on the coast and 
Ballymoney on the Londonderry-Belfast line it was one of 
several Irish 3 foot gauge lines that were taken over by the 
LMS (NCC) and finally passed to the UTA. 

E, M. Patterson is no stranger to railway literature. His two 
earlier works on the County Donegal and Londonderry & 
Lough Swilly Railways set new standards in thoroughness and 
complete coverage of the subject. The Ballycastle Railway 
amply maintains the high standard, There are 154 pages of 
text, maps, diagrams and tables, one very good colour plate 
and 20 pages of photographs. 

The text covers every conceivable aspect of the line’s history; 
promotion, construction, operation, timetables, economics, 
locomotives and rolling stock, to mention just a few. Many 
people will perhaps regret the missed opportunity of getting to 
know the Ballycastle but this book will go a very long way in 
helping to make up the deficiency. 


South Western saga 


Tue LonDoN AND SouTH WesTERN RaiLway, by O. S. Nock. 
Published by Ian Allan Ltd, Terminal House, Shepperton, 
Middx. Price 35s, 

'HE London and South Western Railway was conceived as 
the London and Southampton Railway and was opened 
throughout in 1840, After a gauge war with its neighbour the 

Great Western, the LSWR extended westwards through Salis- 

bury, reaching Exeter in 1860. The book includes a detailed 

account of the history of the line, with special attention to such 
features as the development of Southampton harbour, rebuild- 
ing Waterloo and the pioneer development of the London 
suburban electrification, and of course attention is given to 

O. S. Nock’s favourite subjects, locomotive performance and 

signalling. The book also includes a fine coloured plate, folding 

route map and is illustrated with many hitherto unpublished 
photographs. 








Round THE WorLD ON THE Narrow Gauce, by P. B. White- 
house and Peter Allen, Published by Ian Allan Ltd, Terminal 
House, Shepperton, Middx. Price 63s, 


'HIS is another of those albums that Ian Allan do so well. 

159 large size pages full of glorious photographs of scenes on 
the narrow gauge—that is less than 4 ft 84 in—all over the 
world, There is such tremendous variety that no one could 
hope to be familiar with them all. Well-known favourites such 
as the Darjeeling Himalayan, Denver & Rio Grande Western 
and the railways of New Zealand, Japan and South Africa join 
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company with lesser known lines such as those in Madagascar, 
Mozambique, Libya, Hawaii, Java, Manila, Central and South 
America and Eastern Europe. 

Without exception all the photographs are either technically 
or pictorially meritorious and in the majority of cases they 
manage to combine both qualities. The book is divided into 
convenient geographical regions and whilst all the lines illu- 
strated are not necessarily still functioning the pages of text 
which introduce each section give a useful summary of the 
current scene. Truly a must for the narrow gauge devotee. 


Coach guide 
Ratway Carriace ALBuM, by G. M. Kichenside. Published by 
Jan Allan Ltd, Terminal House, Shepperton, Middx, Price 50s, 


T is gratifying to sce further evidence of a growing interest 

in railway rolling stock other than locomotives. The main 
part of this 228 page book is a picture album of railway carriage 
photographs, approximately two per page. They are grouped 
under the headings LMS, LNER, GWR, SR, LT, Liverpool 
Overhead, Mersey, Pullman, BR and narrow gauge, and the 
first 40 or so pages are devoted to a historical survey. The 
folding colour plate containing drawings of nine different 
vehicles is very well done and is a feature that should be ex- 
tended in further publications. 


Pen-friends wanted 


TE following readers have requested pen-friends; Viaceslay A. Lukojanov, 
Moskva D-362, Sportivnaja ul. d. 10 k.1 ky. Il, SSSR (USSK). He is an 
lot in USSR who is keen to exchange Russian and East German kits 
for British and American, Paul Perry would like to exchange 1:72 scale 
aireraft kits with anyone in USA, Germany, or New Zealand, in the 12-14 
age group. His address: The Old George, Medway St, Chatham, Kent. 























We have many letter 





from reader 


o may have missed 
For example, here are 
s which have appeared 














1963: January—Defiant target tug conversion. 
March—Beaufighter mods. June—Lancaster mods. 
July—Heinkel I11Z glider tug conversion. 

1964: October—Ju 88 and M4 Crab conver- 
sions. November—Conversions with the Airfix 
Centurion. 1965: June—Building a Hector from 
the Airfix Hawker Hart. July—Motorising the 
Airfix City of Truro. October—Modifying the 
Airfix Gladiator, November—Ajax cruiser and 
Lightning conversions. 1966: March—Firefly 
Profile, 


Would readers please note that the following is a 
revised list of issues that are out of print: all 1960 
editions; January, February, March, April, May, 
june, July, August, 1961; January, February and 

lovember, 1962; February, April, August, September, 
October and November, 1963; January, February, 
March, April, Ma hi July, August, September and 





December, 1964; january, February, March, April, 
May, June, July, August, September and December 
1965; January February April and May 1966. 
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Back copies cost Is éd_ each (including, po 
for all issues up to and including August, 

the cost is 2s pei 
all requests, for, back 


ee, to_our 
a department OSunnibce DAWSON 
(PRODUCTIONS) “LTD, 136/142 NEW KENT 
ROAD, LONDON SEI. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


RATES:—Sd. per word. Minimum charge for each insertion 5s. 


FOR SALE 


00 scale painted figures. Send s.a.e. 58 Southfields Drive, 
Stanground, Peterborough. 


Airfix Magazines, No | (June 1960) to May 1966, offers. 
Flying Review, November 1963 to June 1966, 1/3 each, All 
above in good condition, Rawlings, 8 Brandsby Grove, 
York, 

Warpies: Tank photographs. New li 
man action shots, Send 6d for completely new catalogue. 
Note new 11 Lloyd Road, Birmingham 20. 
Plastic aircraft kits from, Japan Ki-100, Curtiss P-36A, 
Hellcat, Myrt, Norm, im, Hack, Shinden, etc., 
seale 1/70- iis at 7/-. Tamiya kits 1/50 at 12/-, all post 
free. Ask for list from M. Hodde, Lex Althoffstraat 24, 
Amsterdam, 


WW 11 German, Italian and Japanese badges, uniforms, 
helmets, etc. Big new list 1/9; 30 Durham Road, Bromley, 
Kent, 


Plastics direct from U.S. at great savings. Slot cars: AMT, 
Monogram, Hawk, Cox, Tyco, Atlas, New 1966 line of display 
car models: AMT, Aurora, MPC, Hawk. Also complete lines 
of plastic airplane kits. Send for details: Townsley’s Models, 
P.O, Box 2018, San Francisco, California, U.S.A. 94126. 


Aviation books, magazines, photos. Sales list 4d. Bookshop, 
116 Bohemia Road, St. Leonards, Sussex. 


“Model suppliers to the specialist collector” Aviation books. 
Current and out of print editions. Aviation magazines. Scale 
drawings to any scale. Any aircraft. Research dept. available 
for all types of work. Miniature Aviation Services Inc., 18 
Ebury Road, Rickmansworth, Herts. 


WANTED 

Airfix Magazines, May 1964, April, May, August. 1965. 
David Green, 5 Bylands, White Rose Lane, Woking, Surrey. 
Airfix Magazines, February, July 1964, R. Hardcastle, 40 
Liebenrood Road, Reading. 

Any information and photos on World War 2 planes. 
Strawson, 17 Banbury Road, Oxford, Oxon. 


Airfix Magazines, No |-March 1965. Binders O.K. R. Hills, 
58 Southfields Drive, Stanground, Peterborough, 


AIRCRAFT PHOTOGRAPHS 


Calling all aircraft enthusiasts, whether modeller, collector 
or historian you will find something to interest you on the 
latest lists, specimen photograph and lists 1/6, Gemini 
Aerofotos (Dept. Airfix), 1 Copland Place, Tile Hill, 
Coventry, 
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ERMAN ACES. Complete insignia Marsille/ Wick! 
all Gruppen JGS4, NOW. 1/72 price 6/6d. 
I/&8 price = post free Uke USA: and Cored $1.50 post free, 
Alll other countries post extra. Instock NOW. 

. 2 Sheet, GERMAN EMBLEMS, swastikas for various staffeln 
$1/52 and Stuka 77 plus Sharks Mouth for Bf.110 of 
1N/ZG76. Price 6/- post free U.K. only. 

$1.25 post free. In stock NOW. 
3 Sheet. JAPANESE tail emblems for K143-84. Emblems for 
Mc202 and CR42; ME163 and R.A.F, Mosquito. Price 1/72 
1.50 either scale 








U.S.A. and Canada 


6/6d., 1/48 7/- U.K. only. U.S.A. and Canada 
post free. All other countries post extra. On sale LATE July. 
Tevised prices, operative from Ist July, 1966 


‘These . 

ALL sheets are. MA’ ‘Chart with each. 
Crrade enquiries OVERSEAS ONLY) 

Send P.O., I.M.O. or American Express Order to: 


REPLICA-DECAL 
60, Abbey House, 2, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1 
(No personal callers at office, please) 


July, 1966 











AERO SERIES 


52 pages. Over 70 photos and drawings. Close-ups. 
Five-colour sideviews in four pages of colour. Three views. 
Cockpit interiors. Semi-stiff wrappers. 

Latest vol: OKA-VI-NATTER. Next: JUNKERS Ju 87. 
Available: Me 109, KI84, P40, Hel62, PI2/F4B, P47. 


SHORTLY: ARMOR SERIES in same format. Vol. |— 
TIGER TANKS. 


THE AUTUMN 
HISTORICAL AVIATION ALBUM 
Vol. 3. Paul Matt’s Superlative G.A.’s 
All obtainable at 23/6 each POST FREE with our new armour 
and technical lists from: 
W. E. Hersant Ltd., 228 Archway Road, London, N.6 
WE BUY BOOKS 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT 
ORDER FORM 


To: AIRFIX MAGAZINE (Advert Dept.) 
3-4 St. Andrew’s Hill, London, E.C.4. 


Please insert the following advertisement in the next 


issue of AIRFIX MAGAZINE. I enclose my 


remittance of «d. (5d, per word) 




















(PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS) 
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BELLONA TANK PRINTS 

Series |—6 available. 

Series 7—PzKpfw Ill F. M 41 Gorilla 
‘SU'85 Sherman V.C, Firefly 


Price per series 4/— 
Book “Armoured Vehicles" 8/— inc 
Colour Tank Prints (set of four) 10/9 inc post 


BeEONA POLYSTYRENE SHEET 


BELLONA BATTLEFIELD SETS 

A new line of modern military emplacements 
see Airfix June (advert) 

Now available BB4 BB5 BB7 BBB 3/~ each 
p/p 9d one set. Additional secs 2d, 


Full list of above included with Catalogue. 


BELLONA SCENIC MODELS 


NEW H.I0 CHURCH WITH GRAVES 17/- 
Bellona Scenic Model Catalogue, 6d., post free. Dept. A/JL 


Merberlen Ltd., Hawthorn Hill, Bracknell, Berks. 





new size AIRFIX MAGAZINE BINDERS 


are ready now—send for yours TODAY 


We have arranged for Eastbind Lt 
wish to retain thelt copies for future ref 
\o EASIBL 


jo supply solf-binding cases to all readers who 
INDER Is designed to bind pies of AIRFIX MAGAZINE. as you receive them 
month bY ‘month. eventually ‘provid mmely hound, volume for Your bookshel. 
‘Quick and ‘copies. ari into pi 
locked. together. sighs by bya 
flat for easy. rei y,,made with ti 
Loattereloth’ and’ Milskin, ihe binders have the title ‘Gold: Blocked: on 


ORDER FORM 

To: Knightsbridge Publicati 162) Ltd., 3/4 St. Andrew's Hill, EC4. 

Please send me IRFIX MAGAZINE Easibinders at 17/8 each post paid. 
I enclose chequ Signed 

NAME, 

ADDRESS .. 

OATE 
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Indi-Novi Ferguson, in kit-form 1/32nd scale. 


Cat. No. 727. Price £2 Os. 3d. plus 6s. 8d. tax 


Four Wheel Drive with MK II Ball Race Motor. 


Injection Mould Body in A.B,S. material, fine detail. 
Steering, Bevel Gears, and chrome accessories. 
Chassis as in our well-tried Mercedes 154 GP, 


The above car complete Ready-to-Race. Rear Drive only, powered by our 3-Pole Motor, with steering etc. as above. 


Cat, No. 726, 


Price 34s. 3d., plus 5s. 8d. tax. 


Please send 64d. for catalogue and name of nearest stockist to— 


MODEL ROAD RACING CARS LTD. 


A member of the Airfix Group 


29, Ashley Road, Boscombe, Bournemouth 38095 





AIRFIX magazine 





All Airfix authentic 1/32nd. 
steering for natural cornering. Join the Airfix racing drivers! 

M.R. 125 sot includes: 2 Mini-Coopers, lap recorder, manual controllers 
and 124 feet of rigid track, ONLY £6.6.0d. 
COMPLETE. OTHER SETS FROM £4.4.0d. 


PIT STOP PRESS 
Variable Speed Controller 


Gives extra sensitive accelera- 
tion and braking control for 
competition racing. Operates 
continuously for hours without 
overheating—even on heavily 
curved tracks. Supplied with 
universal dynamic braking 
and wiring diagram, 15. or 
30 ohms. 9/11d. each. 





Printed by Oxley & Son (Windsor) Ltd., 2-4 Victoria St, Windsor 


JUST LIKE THE REAL THING! 


Thrills, spills, excitement . . . all the tense drama of Grand Prix 
tacing. Airfix brings you such realism. Press the throttle and 
you're racing away in a Mini-Cooper or a Ferrari. Lap after lap it's 
high-speed fun, Real driving skill (and daring) needed to win! 
Runs off mains or battery. Every Airfix set has a rigid, double-lane 
track, two speed-controllers and banking supports. One includes 
a PERFECT FIGURE 8 with a swooping, road-hopping flyover. 
scale models have Ackermann 


Produced by M.R.R.C, Ltd.,a member of the Airfix Group 








| complete price lst 

| available from toy shops, 

J mouel and hobby shops, 
or write to 


| AIRFIX PRODUCTS LTD., 
| HALDANE PLACE, 

| GARRATT LANE, 

' LONDON S.w.18 

















EASIEST OF °°": .2 CAR PROFILES 


EASY TERMS §<-:: 


able monthly). 


with 9 months to pay Svv.crer<e: 


ARMY EQUIPMENT 
TAMIYA 1/35th SCALE 


NEW Kit No II. 47 ton battle tank 29, 6 FOR RELEASE 
CHIEFTAIN /' 
CoTIBTeLSTT eter kad fllytst?nced qc New HISAIRDEC Decals AUGUST, 1966 


struction sheet in English. J 
: 3’6 Dla cn 


1/7ind BRITISH MARKINGS 

72012 'B" ype roundels 20-60" 
actual size. 

72013 "AI" “(without yellow 
rings) type roundels, 20- 
60" actual size. 

72014 'A2" (with yellow, rings) 
type roundels 20-40” actual 






CP.1. 1908 and 1914 G.P. Mercedes. 
CP.2. Rolls-Royce Phantom | 

CP.3. V-12 Hispano-Suiza. 

CPA. Jaguar XK Series 

CP.5, Lanchester 38 and 40 h.p. 
CP.6. Duesenberg J and Si 

CP.7. Bentley 3} and 44 litre. 


actual size. Pt jugatti 1 P, 


flash, four sizes, two styler. Te asta 


CP.12. Ferrari Tipo 625 and 555, 


LATEST A.B.T. DECAL = 14° Alte Romeo 22/90 


fauelid CP.15. M.G. K3 Magnette, 











y CP.16. Jowett Javelin and Jupiter 
T 10.45 111 Joseph Stalin Tank with motor = 29/6 P17, 40/50 Napier, 
ROMMELL TANK 2 : 23/6 CP.18. Delage If litre G.P. 
PANTHER TANK : 5 DBs Sheet No. 19. Suez 1956 H.M CP.19. S-Type Invicta 
SALADIN ARMOURED CAR SND A aA td Eagle and Sea Hawk, €P.20. Frazer-Nash Le Mans. 
without motor 10/6 

Also REVELL 1/40th SHERMAN N 4 TANK : o/ LATEST REVELL 
artist ea B/11 Honest John with launchi phe 

rmoured car jonest John with launching = 
Teap\andtarsiler aii Seon AVRO LANCASTER Mk I 'S! for 
Sell propelted gun 1/1 MONOGRAM AT c+ Say na/6 NEW FROM JAPAN 
Long Tom and trailer 19/11 U.S. Army Personnel 13/6 Beck in Stock 
ah eee BA ae ey 1 a WHEELS AND TYRES 

AERMACCHI M8320 9/1 These are the size and shape as supplied 

AIRCRAFT (S.M.79 sold out) by MONOGRAM in their G.T. Kits at a 


HUGE saving. 


Postage: | copy 6d, 1/32 1/24 

P E copy 2 copies 94. and 3d Rear. wide syrea bia $i] 
pe rome tyres pat 

extra per copy Hubs with axlesand nuts 4/11 pair 5/11 
Teal as MONOGRAM spares 





B.M.W. DROP-AWAY 
CHASSIS 


All brass for 1/32 and smaller 1/24 cars, 
complete with body inserts, etc. 8/11 





B.M.W. EXPORT 
NEW The first 78 Profiles BOUND PROFILES are avail DEPARTMENT 
able t mt Nw. Sues grey eA Lb welcome orders and enquiries 
je from BMW. Nolumes are available. Aircrale 
Full list given tn Profiles Nos. 1-24 at £2.30, and from individuals and traders 
this advert in 75-60 at £4.4.0, throughout the world. 
March. 
97 American DHA 
98 Gloster Gladiator PROFILE 
99 Fock Wall 00 viola BINDER 
100 P-SIB, © Mustang Profiles, 


1Ol Boeing 8-29, AB f= GPon. A146), 


102 Douglas A-4 Skyhawk 











